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MINUTES 

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 

DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW TASK FORCE 

 

   TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 2019 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
  

The Development Standards Review Task Force Members of the City of South Padre Island, 

Texas held a Regular Meeting on Tuesday, June 11, 2019 at the Municipal Complex Building, 

2nd Floor, 4601 Padre Boulevard, South Padre Island, Texas. Chairman Gardner Treharne 

called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. A quorum was present: Task Force Member Gary 

Johnson, and Gabriel Vanounou. Members with an excused absence were Kimberly Dollar 

and Donna Eymard. 
 

City staff members present were: Building Official David Travis, and Administrative 

Assistant Marta Martinez. Also present was Council Member Kerry Schwartz. 

 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Chairman Treharne led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
 

None 

 

IV. APPROVE MINUTES OF DECEMBER 11, 2018 REGULAR MEETING. 
 

Chairman Treharne made a motion, seconded by Task Force Member Johnson to approve the 

minutes as submitted. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

V. DISCUSSION AND ACTION REGARDING A REQUEST BY JAMES 

PIGG FOR A VARIANCE FROM SEC. 15-5, CERTAIN SIGNS 

PROHIBITED, (H) POLE SIGNS. APPLICANT IS REQUESTING A 

VARIANCE TO HAVE A POLE SIGN CONSISTING OF TWO WODEN 

POLES AND A WOODEN EIGHT FEET LONG BY THREE FEET 

TALL SIGN LOCATED AT THE EAST PROPERTY LINE ALONG 

LAGUNA BOULEVARD, AT 2401 B LAGUNA BOULEVARD. (Lot 2 

Block 38 Padre Beach Subdivision, Section IV) 
 

Building Official David Travis gave a brief presentation regarding the proposed pole sign. 

Task Force Member Vanounou made a motion, seconded by Chairman Treharne to approve 

a pole sign consisting of two wooden poles and a wooden eight feet long by three feet tall sign 

located at the east property line along Laguna Boulevard, at 2401B Laguna Boulevard. The 

motion carried unanimously.  
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VI. ADJOURN. 
 

There being no further business, Chairman Treharne adjourned the meeting at 10:12 a.m.  

 

 

 

____________________________  _______________________________ 

Marta Martinez, Secretary   Gardner Treharne, Chairman 



DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS  

REVIEW TASK FORCE 

 

MEETING DATE: August 13, 2019      ITEM: 5 

TO:  Development Standards Review Task Force 

FROM: Aaron Hanley, Planning Director and/or David Travis, Building Official 

 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: 

 

Discussion and action regarding a request by Alita Bagley for a variance from South Padre Code 

of Ordinance, Chapter 15, Table 15-1.  Applicant is requesting a variance to have an eight feet 

wide by six feet tall monument sign placed along the east property line with a zero feet setback, at 

6801 Padre Boulevard (Lot 1, Contran Subdivision).  The current regulation requires a minimum 

fifteen feet setback for monument signs.     

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

The Issue 

1. Monument signs are required to have a 15 feet setback from the property line per City of 

South Padre Island Code of Ordinance Chapter 15, Section 15-7, Sign Standard, Table 15-

1, Sign Number, Area and Height Regulations:   

Table 15-1, Commercial Signs for Single Business Use  

SIGN TYPE MAX. NO. SIGNS 
PER LOT 

MAX. AREA 
OF SIGN 

MAX. HEIGHT SETBACK 

1) Monument 
(Double Faced) 

1 sign per lot* 50 sq. feet per 
face 

16 ft from 
average grade 

15 ft from ROW 
& PL 

 

2. The property is within the Padre Boulevard North District, and is primarily regulated by 

the Padre Boulevard and Entertainment District Form-Based Code, the setback regulations 

are not listed within the Form-Based Code.  Within the Form-Based Code Chapter VIII, 

Signage Standards, Section 8.1, Applicability, states, “Except as specifically listed below 

[referring to Table 8.1], all other signage and sign standards shall comply with Chapter 

15 of the City of South Padre Island City Ordinances, as amended.”  Setback limitations 

for monument signs are not specifically listed within Table 8.1, therefore we refer to 

Chapter 15 of the Code of Ordinance.   

Table 8.1  

SIGN TYPE Character 
Zone 

Standard 

Monument 
Signs 

Padre 
Boulevard 

North 

One monument sign per lot per lot street frontage (no more 
than 2 per lot separated by at least 100 ft.) limited to a 
maximum of 50 sq. ft. per sign face and 6 ft. in height.   
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Staff Recommendation 

Staff respectfully recommends considering the purpose of a variance as described in Chapter 15, 

Section 15-14, Appeals and variances.   

 

Sec. 15-14. - Appeals and variances. 

Any person aggrieved by any decision of the City Manager or his designee in the 

administration of this Chapter may appeal such decision to the Development Plan 

Review Board. The Development Plan Review Board shall: 

 

(A) Hear and decide appeals that alleges error in an order, requirement, decision, or 

determination made by an administrative official in the enforcement of this Chapter,  

(B) Grant variances from the strict enforcement of the requirements of this Chapter due 

to special conditions, a literal enforcement of this Chapter would result in unnecessary 

hardship, and so that the spirit of Chapter 15 is observed and substantial justice is done,  

(C) Provide recommendations to the Board of Aldermen regarding ordinance revisions 

and changes to this chapter to better address the Town's desired direction for aesthetic 

improvement. 
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MEETING DATE: August 13, 2019      ITEM: 6 

TO:  Development Standards Review Task Force 

FROM: Aaron Hanley, Planning Director and/or David Travis, Building Official 

 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: 

 

Discussion and action regarding a request by Bailey’s Beach Service for a variance from South 

Padre Code of Ordinance, Chapter 15, Section 15-5, Certain Signs Prohibited.  Applicant is 

requesting a variance to have the logo of the South Padre Island Golf Club on the umbrellas that 

are rented by beachgoers at the following locations:  5008 Gulf Boulevard (La Internacional) and 

143 White Sands (Key Largo Condos).  The current regulation prohibits off-premise signs and 

portable signs.   

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

The Issue 

1. Per Section 15-2, Definitions, of the City of South Padre Island Code of Ordinance:  

a. A sign is defined as “…any thing of visual appearance primarily used for, or having 

the effect of, attracting attention from the streets, sidewalks, curbside or any other 

public areas including waterways for identification purposes, whether illuminated 

or non-illuminated. An identification logo, description, illustration or device which 

is affixed to or represented directly or indirectly upon a building, structure or land, 

and which directs attention to a product, place, activity, person, service, institution 

or business, whether illuminated or non-illuminated. For the purposes of removal, 

the definition of "sign" shall include all of the sign structure. For the purposes of 

this Ordinance, this definition shall also include paintings directly upon a building, 

other structure or vehicle and any manufacture incorporated or added to a building 

or property that is not a normal structural or architectural component of a building 

shall be considered a "sign" (i.e. to attract attention from public right-of-way) and 

must comply with all the commercial sign regulations of this Chapter pertaining to 

either a monument sign or a projecting sign. (Ord. 02-14; Nov.20, 2002) The basic 

intent behind this definition is not to discourage product displays, design, or art 

from epitomizing simplicity, good taste, and compatibility with the community's 

desired image.”   

b. Off-premise sign is defined as, “…any sign other than an on-premise sign.”   

c. On-premise sign is defined as, “…a sign which advertises only goods, services, 

facilities, events or attractions available on the premises where located, or identifies 

the owner or occupant or directs traffic on the premises. All other signs are off-

premises signs.”   

d. Portable sign is defined as, “…any sign not permanently affixed to a building, 

structure or the ground, and designed or constructed in such a manner that it can be 

moved or relocated without involving any structural or support changes. This 

definition includes, but is not limited to, A-frame signs, sandwich signs, curb signs, 

sail flag signs, feather flag signs and signs on trailers with or without wheels or on 

other vehicles which are primarily used as signs.”   

2. The proposed signs that are permanently affixed to the umbrellas are advertising a product 

or service that is not available on site making them an off-premise sign by definition.   
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3. The umbrellas are not permanently affixed to a building, structure or the ground, thus 

making them portable.   

4. The signage on the umbrellas will be visible from the beach, which is a public area.   

 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff respectfully recommends considering the purpose of a variance as described in Chapter 15, 

Section 15-14, Appeals and variances.   

 

Sec. 15-14. - Appeals and variances. 

Any person aggrieved by any decision of the City Manager or his designee in the 

administration of this Chapter may appeal such decision to the Development Plan 

Review Board. The Development Plan Review Board shall: 

 

(A) Hear and decide appeals that alleges error in an order, requirement, decision, or 

determination made by an administrative official in the enforcement of this Chapter,  

(B) Grant variances from the strict enforcement of the requirements of this Chapter due 

to special conditions, a literal enforcement of this Chapter would result in unnecessary 

hardship, and so that the spirit of Chapter 15 is observed and substantial justice is done,  

(C) Provide recommendations to the Board of Aldermen regarding ordinance revisions 

and changes to this chapter to better address the Town's desired direction for aesthetic 

improvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






