




Chapter 25 - PARKS, RECREATION AND BEAUTIFICATION  

Sec. 25-1. - Definitions  

City means the City of South Padre Island, Texas.  

Director means the Director of Development Services.  

Motor Vehicle means a self-propelled vehicle intended to be driven on a roadway. Such vehicles 
include, but are not limited to, cars, trucks, motorcycles, scooters, recreational vehicles, or mopeds under 
motor power.  

Motorized Off-Road Vehicle means any self-propelled, off the road or all-terrain vehicle, designed to 
be driven off a roadway. Such vehicles include, but are not limited to mini-bike, amphibious vehicle, 
motorcycle, go-cart, scooter, dune buggy, or all-terrain vehicle (ATV).  

Natural Resources means all flora and fauna within parks and the physical factors upon which they 
depend: including air, water, soil, and minerals.  

Park means any land or water area and all facilities thereon, including but not limited to trails, under 
the jurisdiction, control or ownership of the City.  

Person or Persons means individuals, firms, corporations, societies or any group or gathering 
whatsoever.  

Pet means any animal that is tamed and domesticated and kept as a companion.  

Pollutant means any substance, liquid, solid, or gas which could cause contamination of air, land, or 
water so as to create or cause a nuisance or render unclean or noxious or impure so as to be actually or 
potentially harmful, or detrimental or injurious to public health, safety, or welfare.  

Property means any land, waters, facilities, or possessions of the City.  

Use Permit means the written permission that must be obtained from the City to carry out a given 
activity.  

Wildlife means any living creature, not human, wild by nature, endowed with sensation, power of 
voluntary motion, including but not limited to mammals, birds, fish, amphibians and reptiles.  

(Ord. No. 17-01, § 1, 3-1-2017) 

Sec. 25-2. - Park hours.  

(A)  Parks shall be open to the public daily and the park hours for each park shall be determined 
seasonally by the City. It shall be unlawful for any person to enter or remain in a park at any other 
time without a use permit.  

(B)  The Director or designee is authorized to close any park or portion thereof at any time for the 
protection of park property or for public health, safety or welfare.  

(Ord. No. 17-01, § 1, 3-1-2017) 

Sec. 25-3. - Use permits.  

(A)  Use Permits shall be required for an exclusive or special use of all or portions of park areas, 
buildings or trails or for use of park areas and facilities when the park is otherwise closed to the 
public.  

(B)  Use Permits shall be required for any entertainment, tournament, exhibition or any other special 
use, which can reasonably be expected to have fifty (50) or more persons involved.  



(C)  It shall be unlawful for a person to violate any provisions of a use permit.  

(Ord. No. 17-01, § 1, 3-1-2017) 

Sec. 25-4. - Use fee, failure to pay.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to use, without payment, any facility or area for which a user fee is 
charged, unless the payment is waived by the City.  

(Ord. No. 17-01, § 1, 3-1-2017) 

Sec. 25-5. - Vehicle permits.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to bring a motor bike and/or vehicle into the city parks, except 
designated parking spaces. The City may issue Vehicle Permits if necessary.  

(Ord. No. 17-01, § 1, 3-1-2017) 

Sec. 25-6. - Regulation of general conduct—Personal behavior.  

(A)  Drug and Alcohol Use. It shall be unlawful for any person to:  

(1)  Be under the influence of drugs or alcohol to the point of intoxication, or loss of motor skills or 
consciousness, or other factors that may injure the party or adversely affect other park visitors, 
or  

(2)  Use, manufacture, possess, constructively possess, sell, give away, barter, exchange, 
distribute, or otherwise transfer any controlled substance, except for the use of a lawful 
prescription prescribed by a person licensed by law to prescribe and administer controlled 
substances;  

(B)  Gambling. It shall be unlawful for any person to gamble or participate in any game of chance for a 
consideration of items of value; excepting private social bets not incidental to organized, 
commercialized or systematic gambling.  

(C)  Public Nuisance/Personal Safety. It shall be unlawful for any person to:  

(1)  Engage in fighting or exhibit threatening, violent, disorderly or indecent behaviors;  

(2)  Make unreasonable noise or coarse utterance, gesture or display; or  

(3)  Engage in games or behavior which will interfere with the comport or convenience of the public.  

(D)  Littering. It shall be unlawful for any person to deposit, scatter, drop or abandon in a park: bottles, 
cans, glass, hot coals, ashes, sewage, waste or other material, except in receptacles provided for 
such purpose. Usage of glass containers at the city parks is prohibited.  

(E)  Interference with Employee Performance of Duty. It shall be unlawful for any person to impersonate 
an employee of the City or interfere with, harass, or hinder an employee in the lawful discharge of 
their duties.  

(Ord. No. 17-01, § 1, 3-1-2017) 

Sec. 25-7. - Regulations pertaining to general operation.  

(A)  Commercial Use/Solicitation/Advertising/Photography. It shall be unlawful for any person to:  



(1)  Solicit, sell or otherwise peddle any goods, wares, merchandise, services, liquids, or edibles in 
a park except by authorized concession or written permission granted by a use permit;  

(2)  Operate a still, motion picture, video or other camera for commercial purposes in a park without 
a use permit; or  

(3)  Expose, distribute or place any sign, advertisement, notice, poster or display in a park without 
authorization from the City.  

(B)  Pets in Parks. It shall be unlawful for any person to:  

(1)  Allow a pet under his/her control to disturb, harass, or interfere with any park visitor or a park 
visitor's property;  

(2)  Allow a pet to disturb, harass, or interfere with wildlife or wildlife nesting areas; or  

(3)  Leave or abandon animals unsupervised for long periods of time.  

Any person having the authorized custody or control of any dog or domestic animal shall have 
the responsibility for cleaning up the feces of the animal and to dispose of such feces in a 
sanitary manner.  

(C)  Fires. It shall be unlawful for any person to:  

(1)  Start a fire in a park, except in park-provided fire pits;  

(2)  Leave a fire unattended or fail to fully extinguish a fire; or  

(3)  Scatter or leave unattended lighted matches, burning tobacco, paper or other combustible 
material.  

(D)  Unlawful Occupancy. It shall be unlawful for any person to enter in any way any building, 
installation, or area that may be under construction or locked or closed to public use; or to enter or 
be upon any building, installation or area after the posted closing time or before the posted opening 
time, or contrary to posted notice in any park.  

(Ord. No. 17-01, § 1, 3-1-2017) 

Sec. 25-8. - Protection of property, structures and natural resources.  

(A)  Disturbance of Natural Resources. It shall be unlawful for any person to:  

(1)  Intentionally remove, alter, injure or destroy any tree, other plant, rock, soil or mineral;  

(2)  Dig trenches, holes or other excavations in a park without a use permit; or  

(3)  Introduce any plant or other agent within a park without a use permit.  

(B)  Disturbance of Wildlife. It is unlawful for any person to:  

(1)  Kill, trap, hunt, remove, harass, annoy, pursue or in any manner disturb or cause to be 
disturbed, any species of wildlife, except as permitted in designated areas; or  

(2)  Release or abandon any animal within a park without a use permit.  

(C)  Destruction/Defacement of Park Property/Signs. It shall be unlawful for any person to:  

(1)  Intentionally deface, vandalize, or otherwise cause destruction to park property; or  

(2)  Intentionally deface, destroy, cover, damage, or remove any placard, notice or sign, or parts 
thereof, whether permanent or temporary, posted or exhibited by the City.  

(D)  Release of Harmful or Foreign Substance. It shall be unlawful for any person to:  

(1)  Place any debris or other pollutant in or upon any body of water in or adjacent to a park, or any 
tributary, stream, storm sewer, or drain flowing into such waters; or  



(2)  Discharge waste water or any other wastes in a park, except into designated containers, drain, 
or dumping stations.  

(Ord. No. 17-01, § 1, 3-1-2017) 

Sec. 25-9. - Regulation of recreation activity.  

(A)  Camping. It shall be unlawful for any person to:  

(1)  Camp in a park, except in areas provided and designated for that purpose;  

(2)  Camp without a use permit from the City;  

(3)  Camp overnight in a park, if under 18 years of age, unless accompanied by parent or legal 
guardian or as part of a sponsored outing conducted by a scout, church, or other youth 
organization where the leader of the organized outing is age 21 or older.  

(B)  Temporary Structure without a Permit. It shall be unlawful for any person to set up temporary 
shelters, tents, tarps, canopies and other such devices without authorization;  

(C)  Other Special Activity Use. It shall be unlawful for any person to participate in or conduct any non-
routine activity without a use permit, except those uses for which a park area or facility has been 
planned or promoted by the City.  

(Ord. No. 17-01, § 1, 3-1-2017) 

Sec. 25-10. - Regulation of motorized vehicles, traffic and parking.  

(A)  Motorized Off-Road Vehicles. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motorized off-road 
vehicle within a park, except in such areas and at times as designated by the City.  

(B)  Motor Vehicles. It shall be unlawful for any person to:  

(1)  Operate a motor vehicle at a speed in excess of the posted speed limit, or if not posted, in 
excess of 15 miles per hour;  

(2)  Operate any motor vehicle within a park except upon roadways, parking areas or other 
designated locations;  

(3)  Operate a motor vehicle in a careless or reckless manner;  

(4)  Operate a motor vehicle which emits excessive or unusual noise, noxious fumes, dense smoke 
or other pollutants; or  

(5)  Fail to yield right-of-way to pedestrians and other trail users.  

(C)  Parking Vehicles. It shall be unlawful to:  

(1)  Park or leave a vehicle standing except in a designated parking space or designated overflow 
parking area, and then only in a manner so as not to restrict normal traffic flow;  

(2)  Leave a vehicle standing after posted closing hours without having a valid use permit for 
camping;  

(3)  Park in a space designated for handicapped parking only unless the vehicle has a valid 
handicapped license or permit;  

(4)  Park or leave a vehicle without a boat trailer in a parking space designated for vehicles with 
boat trailers;  

(5)  Park or leave a vehicle to which an empty boat trailer is attached anywhere except in spaces 
designated for such purpose; or  



(6)  Park or leave a boat trailer in a standard parking space at the boat launch.  

(D)  Maintenance of Personal Vehicles. It shall be unlawful for any person to wash, grease, change oil, 
or perform other maintenance on any vehicle.  

(Ord. No. 17-01, § 1, 3-1-2017) 

Sec. 25-11. - Enforcement.  

(A)  Officer Authority. The City of South Padre Island Police Office and the employees shall have the 
authority to enforce the provisions of this ordinance.  

(B)  Penalty Provisions.  

(1)  A person guilty of violating general provisions of this Ordinance shall be governed by Sec.21-1; 
and  

(2)  A person guilty of violating public health and safety shall be governed by Sec.21-2.  

(C)  Additional Rules and Regulations. The City shall have the right to issue rules and regulations 
relative to these Ordinances.  

(D)  Impoundment of Pets. The City shall have the authority to impound pets found running at large and 
collect fees from the owner of the pet.  

(E)  Use Permit Revocation. The City shall have the authority to revoke any use permit for good cause. 
Any permit or reservation may be revoked upon violation of any ordinance, rule, or regulation of the 
City of South Padre Island by the permittee.  

(F)  Employee Performance of Duty. Nothing in this Ordinance shall prevent employees or agents of the 
City from performing their assigned duties.  

(Ord. No. 17-01, § 1, 3-1-2017)  








































































































































