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 Service bays and car wash tunnel openings shall be oriented away from street view and screened from 

adjacent sites. If service bays and car wash openings toward street view are necessary, dense landscaping 

and/or architectural treatments shall be provided to screen and/or mitigate unattractive views and features 

from the street. 

 Building colors should emphasize earth tones. The use of highly reflective or glossy materials should be 

limited and will not be appropriate in all contexts. 

 Such uses shall be designed so as to mitigate any negative impact on residential uses, including 

orientation and buffers. 

 Where adjacent to residential zoning or residential uses, self-service or automatic car washes shall have 

sound attenuation devices, such as doors or screen walls, located at the entrances and/or exits of the car 

wash. 

 All equipment within car wash tunnels shall be contained within the building. 

 Canopy lighting shall be recessed and flush with its underside (ceiling). 

 Full-service car washes shall provide shaded plazas and/or indoor waiting areas for customers. 

 

 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS / COMMENTS: 

 

Staff recommends the Development Standards Review Task Force approve the proposed text 

amendments to Tables 5.1 and 5.2. 
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Table 5.1 – Schedule of Uses (Land Use) 
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Commercial Uses (Office, Retail, Restaurant, Sales and Service Uses) 

Retail Sales with no drive through facility (includes alcohol sales; bicycle, vehicle, and water sport sales & 
rental; general merchandise; pharmacy; cigarette & cigar sales; hardware stores, etc.)   
Excluded from this category are retail sales and service establishments geared towards the automobile. 

P P P P P P NP 

Head Shop (a retail outlet with the sale of paraphernalia related to the consumption of cannabis, other 
recreational drugs and/or new age herbs. Products typically include but are not limited to, water pipes, bongs, 
roach clips, pipes, rolling papers, rolling machines, and whipped cream chargers containing nitrous oxide.) 

NP NP NP NP NP SE NP 

Auto-related Sales or Service establishments (includes gasoline sales) NP NP P/C NPP/C P/C P/C NP 

Marine repairs NP NP NP NP NP NP NP 

Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate establishments (with no drive through facility) P P P P P P NP 

Offices for business, professional, administrative, and technical services P P P P P P P 

Research laboratory headquarters, laboratories and associated facilities NP NP NP NP P P NP 

Food Service Uses such (includes seating on a sidewalk areas with no pedestrian obstruction; includes alcohol 
sales; with no drive through facility)  

P P P P P P NP 

Bar or drinking place P P P P P P NP 

Personal Services such as laundry, dry cleaners, hair care, etc. P P P P P P NP 

Tattoo and body piercing (with a state license) NP NP NP NP NP P NP 

Permanent Makeup Application (with a state license) NP NP NP NP NP P NP 

Retail bait stands P P NP NP P NP NP 

Pet and animal sales or service P P P P P P NP 

Any permitted use with a drive through facility NP NP P/C NP P/C P/C NP 

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation Uses 

Indoor amusement or theme park establishment including bowling alleys, bingo parlor, games arcades, 
skating, etc. 

P P P P P P NP 

Outdoor amusement or theme park establishment including miniature golf, go-cart tracks, etc. P/SUP P/SUP NP NP P/SUP P/SUP NP 

Art galleries P P P P P P P 

Art, antique, apparel, appliance, furniture or electronics studio (includes retail, repair or fabrication uses) P P P P P P NP 

Fitness, recreational sports, gym, or athletic club P P P P P P NP 

Private clubs, fraternities, sororities and lodges that operate solely for the benefit of their members only P P P P P P NP 

Art, dance & music schools P P P P P P NP 

Marina or yachting club facility P/SUP NP NP NP P/SUP P/SUP NP 

Boat docks P NP P NP P P NP 

Museums and other special purpose recreational institutions P P NP P P P NP 

Parks, greens, plazas, squares, and playgrounds P P P P P P P 

Performing arts, theater, cinema, dance or music establishment P P P P P P NP 

Educational, Public Administration, Health Care and Other Institutional Uses 

Business associations and professional membership organizations P P P P P P NP 

Child day care and preschools P P P P P P P 
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Schools, libraries, and community halls P P P P P P NP 

Universities and Colleges P P P P P P NP 

Technical, trade, and specialty schools P P P P P P NP 

Hospitals (General and Special), primary care office, urgent care centers, and dental clinics NP NP P P P P NP 

Nursing, supervision, and other rehabilitation services (including Substance Abuse Clinics) NP NP P/SUP P/SUP P/SUP P/SUP NP 

Civic uses  P P P P P P NP 

Social and fraternal organizations P P P P P P NP 

Social services and philanthropic organizations  P P P P P P NP 

Public administration uses (including government uses, public safety, health and human services) P P P P P P NP 

Religious Institutions  P P P P P P P 

Funeral homes P P P P P P NP 

Residential Uses 

Home Occupations such as a dressmaker, physician/surgeon/dentist offices, a musician/artist studio etc. P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A 

Single family SE SE SE SE SE SE SE 

Multi-family residential (including apartment and condominiums)  

Ground floor P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P 

Upper floors P P P P P P P 

Residential Lofts P P P P P P P 

Weekend cottages NP NP NP NP NP NP NP 

Single-family residential attached dwelling unit (Townhomes) SE SE P/C P/C P/C P/C P 

Accessory residential unit (accessory building not exceed 50% of the floor area of the principal structure) SE SE P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A 

Residential accessory uses in a vacant lot that is contiguous with a residential single family lot having a principal 
building under common ownership 

NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 

Short-term (less than 30 days) rentals P P P P P P P 

Mixed use structure (with uses allowed in the district) P P P P P P P 

Trailer parks (travel trailers) NP NP NP NP NP NP NP 

Live-work unit P P P P P P P 

Other Uses 

Accessory uses (the sum of all accessory uses shall not constitute a total area larger than twenty (20) percent 
of the total building area of the principal use 

NP NP NP NP NP NP NP 

Publishing (newspaper, books, periodicals, software) P/C P/C P P P P NP 

Motion picture and sound recording P/C P/C P P P P NP 

Telecommunications and broadcasting  P/C P/C P P P P NP 

Information services and data processing P/C P/C P P P P NP 

Model homes or field offices for sales and promotion (until all the homes are sold; building permit is required 
and shall be valid for a one (1) year period; renewable if sales are still active) 

P P P P P P P 

Bed and Breakfast Establishments NP NP NP NP P P P 

Hotels and motels P P P P P P NP 

Hotels, motels and condominiums with more than twelve (12) units may include within the premises such 
businesses as bars, food establishments, barber shops, beauty parlors and other similar businesses 

P P P P P P NP 

Commercial parking P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C NP 

Temporary commercial parking* P P P P P P NP 

Parking, surface (primary use of property)  P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 

Parking, surface (accessory use of property) P P P P P P P 
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Parking, structured P P P P P P NP 

Private attached garage P/A P/A NP NP NP NP P/A 

Private detached garage P/A P/A NP NP NP NP P/A 

Impound lot NP NP NP NP NP NP NP 

Outdoor storage NP NP NP NP NP NP NP 

Heliport landing/take-off pads NP NP NP NP NP NP NP 

Community garden P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C P/C 

Antennas including cell, accessory, and mounted on top of buildings. P/A/C P/A/C P/A/C P/A/C P/A/C P/A/C P/A/C 

Utility equipment (includes electrical transformers, gas meters, etc) P/A/C P/A/C P/A/C P/A/C P/A/C P/A/C P/A/C 

Wind energy equipment P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A 

Rain harvesting equipment P/A/C P/A/C P/A/C P/A/C P/A/C P/A/C P/A/C 

Solar energy equipment P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A P/A 

Special Event P/SUP P/SUP P/SUP P/SUP P/SUP P/SUP NP 

Temporary buildings for construction (shall be removed upon completion or abandonment of construction 
work) 

P P P P P P P 

 

P: Permitted by right 
P/C: Permitted with design criteria per Table 5.2 
P/A: Permitted accessory use 
P/A/C: Permitted as an accessory use with design criteria per Table 5.2 
P/SUP: Permitted with a Specific Use Permit 
  SUP shall meet standards in Chapter 20-24 of the City Code of Ordinances 
A: Accessory use to not exceed 25% of the primary use building square footage 
SE: Special Exception 
NA: Not applicable 
NP: Not permitted 
*All parking and maneuvering areas on a non-residential lot shall have dustproof paving or vegetative coverage. (Usage of Caliche or similar materials that 
may cause clogs in drainage system or create dust in the area are not allowed. 
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5.2 Use Criteria:  All uses listed as P/C in Table 5.1 shall also meet the following standards in Table 5.2 

Table 5.2 – Use Criteria 

Use Location & Design Criteria 
Non-Residential Uses  

Auto-related Sales and Service  The building design shall conform to the requirements of the Padre Boulevard and Entertainment District Design Guidelines. 

 Accessory structures, including canopies, kiosks, and car wash buildings, shall conform to or compliment the project architectural theme. This includes 
similar roof styles, column types, materials, textures, and colors. 

 Service bays and car wash tunnel openings shall be oriented away from street view and screened from adjacent sites. If service bays and car wash 
openings toward street view are necessary, dense landscaping and/or architectural treatments shall be provided to screen and/or mitigate 
unattractive views and features from the street. 

 Building colors should emphasize earth tones. The use of highly reflective or glossy materials should be limited and will not be appropriate in all 
contexts. 

 Such uses shall be designed so as to mitigate any negative impact on residential uses, including orientation and buffers. 

 Where adjacent to residential zoning or residential uses, self-service or automatic car washes shall have sound attenuation devices, such as doors or 
screen walls, located at the entrances and/or exits of the car wash. 

 All equipment within car wash tunnels shall be contained within the building. 

 Canopy lighting shall be recessed and flush with its underside (ceiling). 

 Full-service car washes shall provide shaded plazas and/or indoor waiting areas for customers. 

 Gas pumps, canopies, and/or service bays shall not be located along any Pedestrian Priority Street frontage. 

 No more than 50% of a lot’s frontage along the Boulevard shall be occupied by gas pumps, canopies, and/or service bays. 

 Any buildings associated with the use shall also have a pedestrian entrance at a Pedestrian Priority Street and/or the Boulevard. 

 No outdoor storage of vehicles or other products sold shall be permitted.  All auto-related sales display shall be inside storefronts. 

Any permitted use with a drive 
through facility 

 All drive through access (driveways) shall be from a street with a higher hierarchy.  

 Drive through lanes and/or canopies shall not have frontage along any Pedestrian Priority Streets. 
 

Residential Uses  

Multi-family residential 
Ground Floor 

 All ground floors along all Pedestrian Priority and Boulevard Frontages shall be built to Commercial Ready standards. Ground floors may be occupied 
by residential uses. 

 

Other Uses  

Publishing (newspaper, books, 
periodicals, software) 

 Shall only be permitted on the upper floors of buildings 

Motion Picture and sound recording 

Telecommunications and 
broadcasting (radio, TV, cable, 
wireless communications, 
telephone, etc) 

Information services and data 
processing 

Parking, surface (primary use of 
property) 

 Shall be permitted as an interim use of property (3 year increments) 

 New surface parking shall be set back a minimum of 30’ from the edge of the right-of-way of Pedestrian Priority Streets. 

 New surface parking shall not be located at a street intersection for minimum of 30’ along each street. 

Sales from Kiosks  Kiosks shall only be permitted on civic/open spaces. 

 Kiosks shall be no larger than 150 sq.ft. in area and no taller than 18’ in height. 

 Kiosk locations shall not impede pedestrian pathways or entrances to buildings 

 Kiosks from which merchandise or food is sold shall be attended when open for business. 

 Kiosks shall be constructed of similar materials or given a similar finish as adjacent buildings. 

 All sides of a kiosk shall have a finished look with no externally visible utility equipment. 

Community Garden  Shall be no larger than 0.5 acres 

 Gardens shall be enclosed by a fence on all open sides.   
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Table 5.2 – Use Criteria 

Use Location & Design Criteria 
 Fences should be installed straight and plumb, with vertical supports at a minimum of 8' on center.  Chicken wire, if used, should be continuously 

supported along all edges. 

 Fencing Materials: 
o Permitted:  pressure treated wood (must be painted or stained medium to dark color), chicken wire, wrought iron, painted galvanized steel 
o Not permitted: chain link, bobbed wire, vinyl, un-painted/stained pressure treated wood, plywood 

Antennas including cell, accessory 
and mounted 
(Excluded from this category are 
freestanding and commercial 
antennas and equipment buildings) 

 Antennas shall be permitted on rooftops. 

 Antennas shall be screened entirely with a screen of same color as the principal building. 

 Antennas shall not be visible from adjacent Pedestrian Priority Street. 

Rain water harvesting equipment  Rain water harvesting equipment may not be installed along Pedestrian Priority Streets. 

 On all other frontages, they shall be screened with a Street Screen at least as high as the equipment being screened. 

Utility equipment (includes electrical 
transformers, gas meters, etc) 

 Utility equipment shall not be installed with frontage on Pedestrian Priority Streets. 

 On all other frontages, they shall be screened with a Street Screen at least as high as the equipment being screened. 

Commercial Parking  New surface parking shall be set back a minimum of 30’ from the edge of the right-of-way of Pedestrian Priority Streets. 

 New surface parking shall not be located at a street intersection for minimum of 30’ along each street. 

 Commercial parking shall not be allowed along any pedestrian priority street frontage. 

 





Sec.A551.102.AAGENERAL OPERATION. (a) A person operating a

bicycle shall ride only on or astride a permanent and regular seat

attached to the bicycle.

(b)AAA person may not use a bicycle to carry more persons than

the bicycle is designed or equipped to carry.

(c)AAA person operating a bicycle may not use the bicycle to

carry an object that prevents the person from operating the bicycle

with at least one hand on the handlebars of the bicycle.

(d)AAA person operating a bicycle, coaster, sled, or toy

vehicle or using roller skates may not attach either the person or

the bicycle, coaster, sled, toy vehicle, or roller skates to a

streetcar or vehicle on a roadway.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec.A551.103.AAOPERATION ON ROADWAY. (a) Except as provided

by Subsection (b), a person operating a bicycle on a roadway who is

moving slower than the other traffic on the roadway shall ride as

near as practicable to the right curb or edge of the roadway,

unless:

(1)AAthe person is passing another vehicle moving in

the same direction;

(2)AAthe person is preparing to turn left at an

intersection or onto a private road or driveway;

(3)AAa condition on or of the roadway, including a fixed

or moving object, parked or moving vehicle, pedestrian, animal, or

surface hazard prevents the person from safely riding next to the

right curb or edge of the roadway; or

(4)AAthe person is operating a bicycle in an outside

lane that is:

(A)AAless than 14 feet in width and does not have a

designated bicycle lane adjacent to that lane; or

(B)AAtoo narrow for a bicycle and a motor vehicle

to safely travel side by side.

(b)AAA person operating a bicycle on a one-way roadway with

two or more marked traffic lanes may ride as near as practicable to

the left curb or edge of the roadway.
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(c)AAPersons operating bicycles on a roadway may ride two

abreast. Persons riding two abreast on a laned roadway shall ride

in a single lane. Persons riding two abreast may not impede the

normal and reasonable flow of traffic on the roadway. Persons may

not ride more than two abreast unless they are riding on a part of a

roadway set aside for the exclusive operation of bicycles.

(d)AARepealed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1085, Sec. 13,

eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995. Amended

by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1085, Sec. 10, 13, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec.A551.104.AASAFETY EQUIPMENT. (a) A person may not

operate a bicycle unless the bicycle is equipped with a brake

capable of making a braked wheel skid on dry, level, clean pavement.

(b)AAA person may not operate a bicycle at nighttime unless

the bicycle is equipped with:

(1)AAa lamp on the front of the bicycle that emits a

white light visible from a distance of at least 500 feet in front of

the bicycle; and

(2)AAon the rear of the bicycle:

(A)AAa red reflector that is:

(i)AAof a type approved by the department;

and

(ii)AAvisible when directly in front of

lawful upper beams of motor vehicle headlamps from all distances

from 50 to 300 feet to the rear of the bicycle; or

(B)AAa lamp that emits a red light visible from a

distance of 500 feet to the rear of the bicycle.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995. Amended

by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1085, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec.A551.105.AACOMPETITIVE RACING. (a) In this section,

"bicycle" means a nonmotorized vehicle propelled by human power.

(b)AAA sponsoring organization may hold a competitive

bicycle race on a public road only with the approval of the

appropriate local law enforcement agencies.

(c)AAThe local law enforcement agencies and the sponsoring

3



organization may agree on safety regulations governing the movement

of bicycles during a competitive race or during training for a

competitive race, including the permission for bicycle operators to

ride abreast.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec.A551.106.AAREGULATION OF ELECTRIC BICYCLES. (a) The

department or a local authority may not prohibit the use of an

electric bicycle on a highway that is used primarily by motor

vehicles. The department or a local authority may prohibit the use

of an electric bicycle on a highway used primarily by pedestrians.

(b)AAThe department shall establish rules for the

administration of this section.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1085, Sec. 12, eff. Sept. 1,

2001.

SUBCHAPTER C. ELECTRIC PERSONAL ASSISTIVE MOBILITY DEVICES

Sec.A551.201.AADEFINITION. In this subchapter, "electric

personal assistive mobility device" means a two non-tandem wheeled

device designed for transporting one person that is:

(1)AAself-balancing; and

(2)AApropelled by an electric propulsion system with an

average power of 750 watts or one horsepower.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1318, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec.A551.202.AAOPERATION ON ROADWAY. (a) A person may

operate an electric personal assistive mobility device on a

residential street, roadway, or public highway with a speed limit

of 30 miles per hour or less only:

(1)AAwhile making a direct crossing of a highway in a

marked or unmarked crosswalk;

(2)AAwhere no sidewalk is available; or

(3)AAwhen so directed by a traffic control device or by

a law enforcement officer.

(b)AAA person may operate an electric personal assistive

mobility device on a path set aside for the exclusive operation of

4
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bicycles.

(c)AAAny person operating an electric personal assistive

mobility device on a residential street, roadway, or public highway

shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand edge.

(d)AAExcept as otherwise provided by this section,

provisions of this title applicable to the operation of bicycles

apply to the operation of electric personal assistive mobility

devices.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1318, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec.A551.203.AASIDEWALKS. A person may operate an electric

personal assistive mobility device on a sidewalk.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1318, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

SUBCHAPTER D. NEIGHBORHOOD ELECTRIC VEHICLES

Sec. 551.301.AADEFINITION.AAIn this subchapter,

"neighborhood electric vehicle" means a vehicle that can attain a

maximum speed of 35 miles per hour on a paved level surface and

otherwise complies with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 500

(49 C.F.R. Section 571.500).

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1320, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 2003;

Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1325, Sec. 19.07, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 281 (H.B. 2702), Sec. 2.86, eff.

June 14, 2005.

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1242 (H.B. 1596), Sec. 2, eff. June

18, 2005.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 722 (S.B. 129), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2009.

Reenacted by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 91 (S.B. 1303), Sec.

24.014, eff. September 1, 2011.

Sec. 551.302.AAREGISTRATION. The Texas Department of Motor

Vehicles may adopt rules relating to the registration and issuance

of license plates to neighborhood electric vehicles.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1320, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
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Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 933 (H.B. 3097), Sec. 2I.01,

eff. September 1, 2009.

Sec.A551.303.AAOPERATION ON ROADWAYS. (a) A neighborhood

electric vehicle may be operated only on a street or highway for

which the posted speed limit is 45 miles per hour or less.AAA

neighborhood electric vehicle may cross a road or street at an

intersection where the road or street has a posted speed limit of

more than 45 miles per hour.AAA neighborhood electric vehicle may

not be operated on a street or highway at a speed that exceeds the

lesser of:

(1)AAthe posted speed limit; or

(2)AA35 miles per hour.

(b)AAA county or municipality may prohibit the operation of a

neighborhood electric vehicle on a street or highway if the

governing body of the county or municipality determines that the

prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety.

(c)AAThe Texas Department of Transportation may prohibit the

operation of a neighborhood electric vehicle on a highway if that

department determines that the prohibition is necessary in the

interest of safety.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1320, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 722 (S.B. 129), Sec. 2, eff.

September 1, 2009.

Sec. 551.304.AALIMITED OPERATION. (a)AAAn operator may

operate a neighborhood electric vehicle:

(1)AAin a master planned community:

(A)AAthat has in place a uniform set of

restrictive covenants; and

(B)AAfor which a county or municipality has

approved a plat;

(2)AAon a public or private beach; or

(3)AAon a public highway for which the posted speed

limit is not more than 35 miles per hour, if the neighborhood
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electric vehicle is operated:

(A)AAduring the daytime; and

(B)AAnot more than two miles from the location

where the neighborhood electric vehicle is usually parked and for

transportation to or from a golf course.

(b)AAA person is not required to register a neighborhood

electric vehicle operated in compliance with this section.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1135 (H.B. 2741), Sec. 94,

eff. September 1, 2013.

SUBCHAPTER E. MOTOR-ASSISTED SCOOTERS

Sec. 551.351.AADEFINITIONS.AAIn this subchapter:

(1)AA"Motor-assisted scooter":

(A) means a self-propelled device with:

(i)AAat least two wheels in contact with the

ground during operation;

(ii)AAa braking system capable of stopping

the device under typical operating conditions;

(iii)AAa gas or electric motor not exceeding

40 cubic centimeters;

(iv)AAa deck designed to allow a person to

stand or sit while operating the device; and

(v)AAthe ability to be propelled by human

power alone; and

(B)AAdoes not include a pocket bike or a

minimotorbike.

(2)AA"Pocket bike or minimotorbike" means a

self-propelled vehicle that is equipped with an electric motor or

internal combustion engine having a piston displacement of less

than 50 cubic centimeters, is designed to propel itself with not

more than two wheels in contact with the ground, has a seat or

saddle for the use of the operator, is not designed for use on a

highway, and is ineligible for a certificate of title under Chapter

501.AAThe term does not include:

(A)AAa moped or motorcycle;

(B)AAan electric bicycle or motor-driven cycle, as
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defined by Section 541.201;

(C)AAa motorized mobility device, as defined by

Section 542.009;

(D)AAan electric personal assistive mobility

device, as defined by Section 551.201; or

(E)AAa neighborhood electric vehicle, as defined

by Section 551.301.

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1242 (H.B. 1596), Sec. 3, eff.

June 18, 2005.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 91 (S.B. 1303), Sec. 24.015,

eff. September 1, 2011.

Sec. 551.352.AAOPERATION ON ROADWAYS OR SIDEWALKS. (a) A

motor-assisted scooter may be operated only on a street or highway

for which the posted speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less.AAThe

motor-assisted scooter may cross a road or street at an

intersection where the road or street has a posted speed limit of

more than 35 miles per hour.

(b)AAA county or municipality may prohibit the operation of a

motor-assisted scooter on a street, highway, or sidewalk if the

governing body of the county or municipality determines that the

prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety.

(c)AAThe department may prohibit the operation of a

motor-assisted scooter on a highway if it determines that the

prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety.

(d)AAA person may operate a motor-assisted scooter on a path

set aside for the exclusive operation of bicycles or on a

sidewalk.AAExcept as otherwise provided by this section, a

provision of this title applicable to the operation of a bicycle

applies to the operation of a motor-assisted scooter.

(e)AAA provision of this title applicable to a motor vehicle

does not apply to a motor-assisted scooter.

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1242 (H.B. 1596), Sec. 3, eff.

June 18, 2005.

Sec. 551.353.AAAPPLICATION OF SUBCHAPTER TO POCKET BIKE OR
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MINIMOTORBIKE. This subchapter may not be construed to authorize

the operation of a pocket bike or minimotorbike on any:

(1)AAhighway, road, or street;

(2)AApath set aside for the exclusive operation of

bicycles; or

(3)AAsidewalk.

Transferred and redesignated from Transportation Code, Section

551.304 by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 91 (S.B. 1303), Sec.

27.001(64), eff. September 1, 2011.

SUBCHAPTER F. GOLF CARTS AND UTILITY VEHICLES

Sec. 551.401.AADEFINITIONS.AAIn this subchapter:

(1)AA"Golf cart" and "public highway" have the meanings

assigned by Section 502.001.

(2)AA"Utility vehicle" means a motor vehicle that is

not a golf cart or lawn mower and is:

(A)AAequipped with side-by-side seating for the

use of the operator and a passenger;

(B)AAdesigned to propel itself with at least four

tires in contact with the ground;

(C)AAdesigned by the manufacturer for off-highway

use only; and

(D)AAdesigned by the manufacturer primarily for

utility work and not for recreational purposes.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1136 (H.B. 2553), Sec. 10,

eff. September 1, 2009.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1296 (H.B. 2357), Sec. 239,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Sec. 551.402.AAREGISTRATION NOT AUTHORIZED. (a)AAThe Texas

Department of Motor Vehicles may not register a golf cart for

operation on a public highway regardless of whether any alteration

has been made to the golf cart.

(b)AAThe Texas Department of Motor Vehicles may issue license

plates for a golf cart as authorized by Subsection (c).
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(c)AAThe Texas Department of Motor Vehicles shall by rule

establish a procedure to issue the license plates to be used for

operation in accordance with Sections 551.403 and 551.404.

(d)AAThe Texas Department of Motor Vehicles may charge a fee

not to exceed $10 for the cost of the license plate.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1136 (H.B. 2553), Sec. 10,

eff. September 1, 2009.

Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 877 (H.B. 719), Sec. 1, eff.

June 14, 2013.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1135 (H.B. 2741), Sec. 95,

eff. September 1, 2013.

Sec. 551.403.AALIMITED OPERATION. (a) An operator may

operate a golf cart:

(1)AAin a master planned community:

(A)AAthat has in place a uniform set of

restrictive covenants; and

(B)AAfor which a county or municipality has

approved a plat;

(2)AAon a public or private beach; or

(3)AAon a public highway for which the posted speed

limit is not more than 35 miles per hour, if the golf cart is

operated:

(A)AAduring the daytime; and

(B)AAnot more than two miles from the location

where the golf cart is usually parked and for transportation to or

from a golf course.

(b)AAThe Texas Department of Transportation or a county or

municipality may prohibit the operation of a golf cart on a public

highway if the department or the governing body of the county or

municipality determines that the prohibition is necessary in the

interest of safety.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1136 (H.B. 2553), Sec. 10,

eff. September 1, 2009.

Sec. 551.404.AAOPERATION IN MUNICIPALITIES AND CERTAIN
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COUNTIES. (a) In addition to the operation authorized by Section

551.403, the governing body of a municipality may allow an operator

to operate a golf cart on all or part of a public highway that:

(1)AAis in the corporate boundaries of the

municipality; and

(2)AAhas a posted speed limit of not more than 35 miles

per hour.

(a-1)AAIn addition to the operation authorized by Section

551.403, the commissioners court of a county described by

Subsection (a-2) may allow an operator to operate a golf cart or

utility vehicle on all or part of a public highway that:

(1)AAis located in the unincorporated area of the

county; and

(2)AAhas a speed limit of not more than 35 miles per

hour.

(a-2)AASubsection (a-1) applies only to a county that:

(1)AAborders or contains a portion of the Red River;

(2)AAborders or contains a portion of the Guadalupe

River and contains a part of a barrier island that borders the Gulf

of Mexico; or

(3)AAis adjacent to a county described by Subdivision

(2) and:

(A)AAhas a population of less than 30,000; and

(B)AAcontains a part of a barrier island that

borders the Gulf of Mexico.

(b)AAA golf cart or utility vehicle operated under this

section must have the following equipment:

(1)AAheadlamps;

(2)AAtaillamps;

(3)AAreflectors;

(4)AAparking brake; and

(5)AAmirrors.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1136 (H.B. 2553), Sec. 10,

eff. September 1, 2009.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1296 (H.B. 2357), Sec. 240,

eff. January 1, 2012.
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Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1296 (H.B. 2357), Sec. 241,

eff. January 1, 2012.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 877 (H.B. 719), Sec. 2, eff.

June 14, 2013.

Sec. 551.405.AACROSSING CERTAIN ROADWAYS. A golf cart may

cross intersections, including a road or street that has a posted

speed limit of more than 35 miles per hour.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1136 (H.B. 2553), Sec. 10,

eff. September 1, 2009.
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