




Item No. 4.1

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW TASK FORCE

AGENDA REQUEST FORM

MEETING DATE: August 11, 2020

NAME & TITLE: Marta Martinez

DEPARTMENT: Planning/Parks & Rec. Department 

ITEM
Approve Minutes of June 9, 2020 regular meeting.

ITEM BACKGROUND
Approve minutes. 

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY
N/A

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL
N/A

LEGAL REVIEW
Sent to Legal:  No
Approved by Legal:  No

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS:
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MEETING MINUTES 

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 

DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW TASK FORCE 

 

TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2020 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
  

The Development Standards Review Task Force Members of the City of South Padre Island, 

Texas held a Regular Meeting on Tuesday, June 9, 2020 at the Municipal Complex Building, 

2nd Floor, 4601 Padre Boulevard, South Padre Island, Texas. Chairman Gardner Treharne 

called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. A quorum was present: Task Force Member Charles 

Fox, Gary Johnson, and Gabriel Vanounou. 

 

City staff members present were: Public Works Director Alex Sanchez, Building Official 

Belinda Tarver, and Administrative Assistant Marta Martinez. 

 

2. PLEDGE OF  
 

Chairman Treharne led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
 

Public Works Director Alex Sanchez introduced Belinda Tarver as the new Building Official. 

 

4. REGULAR AGENDA 

 

4.1 APPROVE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 11, 2020 REGULAR MEETING. 
 

Task Force Member Vanounou made a motion, seconded by Task Force Member Johnson to 

approve the minutes as submitted. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

4.2 APPROVE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 18, 2020 SPECIAL MEETING. 
 

Task Force Member Vanounou made a motion, seconded by Task Force Member Johnson to 

approve the minutes as submitted. Motion carried unanimously. . 

 

4.3 DISCUSSION AND ACTION REGARDING A VARIANCE REQUEST 

FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A NEW MULTI-TENANT 

MONUMENT SIGN LOCATED AT 100 PADRE BLVD. 
 

Public Works Director Alex Sanchez gave a brief presentation regarding the proposed 

monument sign to be located at 100 Padre Blvd. After some discussion Chairman Treharne 

made a motion, seconded by Task Force Member Johnson to deny the variance request for a 

monument sign. The motion carried unanimously. 
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4.4 DISCUSSION AND ACTION REGARDING A VARIANCE REQUEST 

FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A MONUMENT SIGN ON THE 

SOUTH EAST CORNER OF THE SCHLITTERBAHN ENTRANCE 

LOCATED AT 100 PADRE BLVD. 
 

Public Works Director Alex Sanchez gave a brief presentation regarding the proposed 

monument sign to be located at the south east corner of the Schlitterbahn entrance at 100 

Padre Blvd. After some discussion the applicants decided to withdraw their application. No 

action was taken. 

 

Chairman Treharne made a motion to move to agenda item 4.6. All Task Force Members were in 

favor.  

 

4.5 DISCUSSION AND ACTION REGARDING PROPOSED LOCATION 

OF A PUBLIC ART (ACCESSORY ART) AT LOT 1 BPAVILACK 

SUBDIVISION. (904 PADRE BLVD) 
 

Property owners are requesting approval of public art to be located at 904 Padre Blvd. After 

some discussion Task Force Member Vanounou made a motion, seconded by Task Force 

Member Fox to deny the request of public art. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

4.6 PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION REGARDING HOUSE BILL 

2439 AND THE CITY’S SCOPE OF AUTHORITY. (CITY ATTORNEY 

CYGANIEWICZ) 
 

Presentation given by City Attorney Cganiewicz regarding House Bill 2439 and the City’s 

scope of authority. 

 

5. ADJOURN. 
 

There being no further business, Chairman Treharne adjourned the meeting at 10:58 a.m.  

 

 

 

__________________________________        _______________________________ 

Marta Martinez, Administrative Assistant        Gardner Treharne, Chairman 
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Item No. 4.2

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW TASK FORCE

AGENDA REQUEST FORM

MEETING DATE: August 11, 2020

NAME & TITLE: Marisa Amaya, Events Development & Packaging Manager

DEPARTMENT: Special Events Committee 

ITEM
Discussion and action regarding a blanket approval for the City-sponsored art Sea Turtles to be placed on private
properties. 

ITEM BACKGROUND
The City Manager approved to waive all permitting fees associated with the Sea Turtle Art Trail, including private
properties. Sec. 2-75.1 - Exempts non-profit organizations. 

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY
N/A

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL
N/A

LEGAL REVIEW
Sent to Legal:  No
Approved by Legal:  No

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS:

Staff is available to answer any question the Task Force may have.
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Item No. 4.3

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW TASK FORCE

AGENDA REQUEST FORM

MEETING DATE: August 11, 2020

NAME & TITLE: Belinda Tarver, Building Official

DEPARTMENT: Planning/Parks & Rec. Department 

ITEM
Discussion and action regarding proposed location of a Public Art at 904 Padre Blvd. (Lot 1 Pavilack Subdivision)

ITEM BACKGROUND
The applicant is requesting approval to add a whale for the entrance of their building.

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY
N/A

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL
N/A

LEGAL REVIEW
Sent to Legal:  No
Approved by Legal:  No

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS:

The Development Standards Review Task Force must review and determine that the identified art feature has no
commercial affiliation and is in compliance with Section 15-2 of the City Code of Ordinances.
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Chapter 15 - SIGNS 

Sec. 15-1. - Purpose. 

The purposes of these sign regulations are to encourage the effective use of signs as a means of 
communication in the City of South Padre Island, Texas to maintain and enhance the aesthetic 
environment and South Padre Island's ability to attract sources of economic development and growth; to 
improve pedestrian and traffic safety; to minimize the possible adverse effects of signs on nearby public 
and private property; and to enable the fair and consistent enforcement of community standards. These 
regulations are aimed at achieving the goals, objectives, and policies enumerated in South Padre Island 
Plan 2010. This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to Chapter 216, of the Texas Local Government Code. 

Sec. 15-1.1. - Review—Amendment.  

In order to carry out the purpose of this Chapter the City Council in 1996 appointed an Ad Hoc Sign 
Ordinance Review Committee which made recommendations to the City Council and which amendments 
were passed. The City Council do not wish to consider further amendments to this Chapter without 
recommendations from an appropriate citizen committee such as the Ad Hoc Sign Ordinance Review 
Committee. The City Council may appoint an Ad Hoc Sign Ordinance Review Committee every three 
years to review this Chapter and the City Council will review said recommendations prior to amending this 
Chapter. 

Sec. 15-1.2. - Provisions of this chapter apply to ETJ.  

All provisions of this Chapter 15 (sign regulatory ordinances) that regulate outdoor signs shall apply 
within the area of the extraterritorial jurisdiction of this city as defined by Chapter 42 of the Texas Local 
Government Code.  

(Ord. No. 10-09) 

Sec. 15-2. - Definitions.  

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:  

Abandoned Sign means a sign which no longer correctly directs or exhorts any person, advertises a 
bona fide business or service provided, lessor, owner, project, activity conducted, or product available on 
the premises where the sign is displayed. (A temporary closing of a business, not to exceed 90 days, 
shall not be considered an abandoned sign.)  

Airborne Sign means sign on a balloon, flag, pennant, or inflatable sign.  

Altered means a change of copy, logo, or other means in which the message is changed or 
enlarged, changing shape or location.  

Animated Sign means any sign which includes action or motion.  

Art in Public Spaces means art located in places easily seen by the public but which has no direct 
commercial connection to the structure or location in which this art is located. Reviewed and approved by 
the Development Plan Review Board on a case by case basis.  

Average Grade means the grade of the finished ground level at the midpoint of each exterior surface 
of a sign, or a structure, in the event that the sign is attached to the structure. The height of a sign shall 
be computed as the distance from the base of the sign at normal grade to the top of the highest attached 
component of the sign. Normal grade shall be construed to be the lower of existing grade prior to 
construction or the newly established grade after construction, exclusive of any filing, berming, mounding, 
or excavating solely for the purpose of locating the sign. In cases in which the normal grade cannot 
reasonably be determined, sign height shall be computed on the assumption that the elevation of the 
normal grade at the base of the sign is equal to the elevation of the nearest point of the crown of a public 
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street or the grade of the land at the principal entrance to the principal structure of the zone lot, whichever 
is lower.  

Banner means a temporary sign made of fabric, plastic, paper, or other light, pliable, or non-rigid 
material, not enclosed in a rigid frame (not including a "fabric sign" as defined herein).  

Billboard means any sign that is freestanding or attached to or part of a building and is an off-
premise sign.  

Building Face or Wall means all window and wall area of a building in one plane or elevation.  

Business Information Sign means a sign that is permanently and professionally attached to a door or 
window at the entrance of a business that contains information that may include the Business Name, 
Address, Phone Numbers, Hours of Operation, and Trade Associations the Business is a member of, e.g. 
FDIC, SBA, etc. All of the information must be located within the maximum Area of Sign for Business 
Information Sign as defined in Table 15-1. A Business Information Sign is not a Window Sign or a Wall 
Sign.  

Canopy means any structure attached to a building at the inner end or a free-standing structure, with 
one or more supports, meant to provide shelter from the weather.  

Changeable Copy Sign (Manual) means a sign on which copy is changed manually in the filed, i.e., 
reader boards with changeable letters or changeable pictorial panels.  

Changeable Copy Sign (Automatic) means a sign such as an electronically or electrically controlled 
public service time, temperature and date sign, message center, or reader board where different copy 
changes are shown on the same lamp bank.  

Charitable Project or Benefit means proceeds must be for a qualified 501C entity pursuant to the 
Internal Revenue Code.  

Commercial Art means art on commercially-used structures which draws attention from the ROW 
and which identifies or advertises a product or business. Since this type of art is intentionally located and 
chosen to draw attention to the store and/or store products, the square footage of the art will be counted 
towards maximum signage area requirements.  

Commercial Sign means a sign other than a real estate "For Sale" or "For Lease" sign, "Open 
House" sign, political sign, residential nameplate sign, public information sign, traffic control sign, 
temporary new business opening sign, or exempted sign, which directs the attention of the general public 
to a business, product, service, or other commercial or business activity.  

Conforming Sign means signs built and maintained in accordance with the terms of this Ordinance.  

Contractor's Sign means a sign intended to identify a contractor or subcontractor on the site of a 
construction project where the contractor or subcontractor is conducting work.  

Copy means the wording or graphics on a sign surface.  

Erect means to build, construct, alter, reconstruct, pour, lay, move upon, attach, hang, place, 
suspend or affix, and also includes the painting of wall signs, murals or super graphics, or any physical 
operations on the premises which are required for the construction of a sign including excavation, site 
clearance, landfill an the like.  

Fabric Sign means a sign made of fabric or other non-rigid material, enclosed in a permanent frame 
and erected as a permanent, on-site sign for a business, service, product, or person.  

Facade means the front or main part of a building facing a street.  

Face of Sign means the entire area of a sign on which copy could be placed. The area of a sign 
which is visible from one direction as projected on a place.  

Fine Art means art, as reviewed and approved by the Development Plan Review Board which is 
created by a recognized artist and which is displayed in or on Town of South Padre Island owned 
property.  
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Item No. 4.4

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW TASK FORCE

AGENDA REQUEST FORM

MEETING DATE: August 11, 2020

NAME & TITLE: Belinda Tarver, Building Official

DEPARTMENT: Planning/Parks & Rec. Department 

ITEM
Discussion and action regarding proposed location of a Public Art at 1601 Padre Blvd. (Lot 1 Block 7 Sunny Isle
Subdivision)

ITEM BACKGROUND
The applicant is proposing the construction of a new retail development and would like to include accessory art of a
large whale sculpture in the center court facing Padre Blvd. The owner is proposing to construct an accessory whale art
feature in the center of the plaza. 

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY
N/A

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL
N/A

LEGAL REVIEW
Sent to Legal:  No
Approved by Legal:  No

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS:

The Development Standards Review Task Force must review and determine that the identified art feature has no
commercial affiliation and is in compliance with Section 15-2 of the City Code of Ordinances.

Staff believes the proposed sculpture does not have any commercial affiliation and is considered Art In Public Spaces.
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Chapter 15 - SIGNS 

Sec. 15-1. - Purpose.  

The purposes of these sign regulations are to encourage the effective use of signs as a means of 
communication in the City of South Padre Island, Texas to maintain and enhance the aesthetic 
environment and South Padre Island's ability to attract sources of economic development and growth; to 
improve pedestrian and traffic safety; to minimize the possible adverse effects of signs on nearby public 
and private property; and to enable the fair and consistent enforcement of community standards. These 
regulations are aimed at achieving the goals, objectives, and policies enumerated in South Padre Island 
Plan 2010. This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to Chapter 216, of the Texas Local Government Code.  

Sec. 15-1.1. - Review—Amendment.  

In order to carry out the purpose of this Chapter the City Council in 1996 appointed an Ad Hoc Sign 
Ordinance Review Committee which made recommendations to the City Council and which amendments 
were passed. The City Council do not wish to consider further amendments to this Chapter without 
recommendations from an appropriate citizen committee such as the Ad Hoc Sign Ordinance Review 
Committee. The City Council may appoint an Ad Hoc Sign Ordinance Review Committee every three 
years to review this Chapter and the City Council will review said recommendations prior to amending this 
Chapter.  

Sec. 15-1.2. - Provisions of this chapter apply to ETJ.  

All provisions of this Chapter 15 (sign regulatory ordinances) that regulate outdoor signs shall apply 
within the area of the extraterritorial jurisdiction of this city as defined by Chapter 42 of the Texas Local 
Government Code.  

(Ord. No. 10-09) 

Sec. 15-2. - Definitions.  

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:  

Abandoned Sign means a sign which no longer correctly directs or exhorts any person, advertises a 
bona fide business or service provided, lessor, owner, project, activity conducted, or product available on 
the premises where the sign is displayed. (A temporary closing of a business, not to exceed 90 days, 
shall not be considered an abandoned sign.)  

Airborne Sign means sign on a balloon, flag, pennant, or inflatable sign.  

Altered means a change of copy, logo, or other means in which the message is changed or 
enlarged, changing shape or location.  

Animated Sign means any sign which includes action or motion.  

Art in Public Spaces means art located in places easily seen by the public but which has no direct 
commercial connection to the structure or location in which this art is located. Reviewed and approved by 
the Development Plan Review Board on a case by case basis.  

Average Grade means the grade of the finished ground level at the midpoint of each exterior surface 
of a sign, or a structure, in the event that the sign is attached to the structure. The height of a sign shall 
be computed as the distance from the base of the sign at normal grade to the top of the highest attached 
component of the sign. Normal grade shall be construed to be the lower of existing grade prior to 
construction or the newly established grade after construction, exclusive of any filing, berming, mounding, 
or excavating solely for the purpose of locating the sign. In cases in which the normal grade cannot 
reasonably be determined, sign height shall be computed on the assumption that the elevation of the 
normal grade at the base of the sign is equal to the elevation of the nearest point of the crown of a public  
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Item No. 4.5

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW TASK FORCE

AGENDA REQUEST FORM

MEETING DATE: August 11, 2020

NAME & TITLE: Belinda Tarver, Building Official

DEPARTMENT: Planning/Parks & Rec. Department 

ITEM
Discussion and action regarding proposed location of a Public Art at 1414 Padre Blvd. (Lot 12 Block 4 Haas
Subdivision)

ITEM BACKGROUND
The applicant is requesting approval to add a sculpture to the front of their building. 

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY
N/A

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL
N/A

LEGAL REVIEW
Sent to Legal:  No
Approved by Legal:  No

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS:

The Development Standards Review Task Force must review and determine that the identified art feature has no
commercial affiliation and is in compliance with Section 15-2 of the City Code of Ordinances.
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Chapter 15 - SIGNS 

Sec. 15-1. - Purpose. 

The purposes of these sign regulations are to encourage the effective use of signs as a means of 
communication in the City of South Padre Island, Texas to maintain and enhance the aesthetic 
environment and South Padre Island's ability to attract sources of economic development and growth; to 
improve pedestrian and traffic safety; to minimize the possible adverse effects of signs on nearby public 
and private property; and to enable the fair and consistent enforcement of community standards. These 
regulations are aimed at achieving the goals, objectives, and policies enumerated in South Padre Island 
Plan 2010. This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to Chapter 216, of the Texas Local Government Code. 

Sec. 15-1.1. - Review—Amendment.  

In order to carry out the purpose of this Chapter the City Council in 1996 appointed an Ad Hoc Sign 
Ordinance Review Committee which made recommendations to the City Council and which amendments 
were passed. The City Council do not wish to consider further amendments to this Chapter without 
recommendations from an appropriate citizen committee such as the Ad Hoc Sign Ordinance Review 
Committee. The City Council may appoint an Ad Hoc Sign Ordinance Review Committee every three 
years to review this Chapter and the City Council will review said recommendations prior to amending this 
Chapter. 

Sec. 15-1.2. - Provisions of this chapter apply to ETJ.  

All provisions of this Chapter 15 (sign regulatory ordinances) that regulate outdoor signs shall apply 
within the area of the extraterritorial jurisdiction of this city as defined by Chapter 42 of the Texas Local 
Government Code.  

(Ord. No. 10-09) 

Sec. 15-2. - Definitions.  

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:  

Abandoned Sign means a sign which no longer correctly directs or exhorts any person, advertises a 
bona fide business or service provided, lessor, owner, project, activity conducted, or product available on 
the premises where the sign is displayed. (A temporary closing of a business, not to exceed 90 days, 
shall not be considered an abandoned sign.)  

Airborne Sign means sign on a balloon, flag, pennant, or inflatable sign.  

Altered means a change of copy, logo, or other means in which the message is changed or 
enlarged, changing shape or location.  

Animated Sign means any sign which includes action or motion.  

Art in Public Spaces means art located in places easily seen by the public but which has no direct 
commercial connection to the structure or location in which this art is located. Reviewed and approved by 
the Development Plan Review Board on a case by case basis.  

Average Grade means the grade of the finished ground level at the midpoint of each exterior surface 
of a sign, or a structure, in the event that the sign is attached to the structure. The height of a sign shall 
be computed as the distance from the base of the sign at normal grade to the top of the highest attached 
component of the sign. Normal grade shall be construed to be the lower of existing grade prior to 
construction or the newly established grade after construction, exclusive of any filing, berming, mounding, 
or excavating solely for the purpose of locating the sign. In cases in which the normal grade cannot 
reasonably be determined, sign height shall be computed on the assumption that the elevation of the 
normal grade at the base of the sign is equal to the elevation of the nearest point of the crown of a public 
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street or the grade of the land at the principal entrance to the principal structure of the zone lot, whichever 
is lower.  

Banner means a temporary sign made of fabric, plastic, paper, or other light, pliable, or non-rigid 
material, not enclosed in a rigid frame (not including a "fabric sign" as defined herein).  

Billboard means any sign that is freestanding or attached to or part of a building and is an off-
premise sign.  

Building Face or Wall means all window and wall area of a building in one plane or elevation.  

Business Information Sign means a sign that is permanently and professionally attached to a door or 
window at the entrance of a business that contains information that may include the Business Name, 
Address, Phone Numbers, Hours of Operation, and Trade Associations the Business is a member of, e.g. 
FDIC, SBA, etc. All of the information must be located within the maximum Area of Sign for Business 
Information Sign as defined in Table 15-1. A Business Information Sign is not a Window Sign or a Wall 
Sign.  

Canopy means any structure attached to a building at the inner end or a free-standing structure, with 
one or more supports, meant to provide shelter from the weather.  

Changeable Copy Sign (Manual) means a sign on which copy is changed manually in the filed, i.e., 
reader boards with changeable letters or changeable pictorial panels.  

Changeable Copy Sign (Automatic) means a sign such as an electronically or electrically controlled 
public service time, temperature and date sign, message center, or reader board where different copy 
changes are shown on the same lamp bank.  

Charitable Project or Benefit means proceeds must be for a qualified 501C entity pursuant to the 
Internal Revenue Code.  

Commercial Art means art on commercially-used structures which draws attention from the ROW 
and which identifies or advertises a product or business. Since this type of art is intentionally located and 
chosen to draw attention to the store and/or store products, the square footage of the art will be counted 
towards maximum signage area requirements.  

Commercial Sign means a sign other than a real estate "For Sale" or "For Lease" sign, "Open 
House" sign, political sign, residential nameplate sign, public information sign, traffic control sign, 
temporary new business opening sign, or exempted sign, which directs the attention of the general public 
to a business, product, service, or other commercial or business activity.  

Conforming Sign means signs built and maintained in accordance with the terms of this Ordinance.  

Contractor's Sign means a sign intended to identify a contractor or subcontractor on the site of a 
construction project where the contractor or subcontractor is conducting work.  

Copy means the wording or graphics on a sign surface.  

Erect means to build, construct, alter, reconstruct, pour, lay, move upon, attach, hang, place, 
suspend or affix, and also includes the painting of wall signs, murals or super graphics, or any physical 
operations on the premises which are required for the construction of a sign including excavation, site 
clearance, landfill an the like.  

Fabric Sign means a sign made of fabric or other non-rigid material, enclosed in a permanent frame 
and erected as a permanent, on-site sign for a business, service, product, or person.  

Facade means the front or main part of a building facing a street.  

Face of Sign means the entire area of a sign on which copy could be placed. The area of a sign 
which is visible from one direction as projected on a place.  

Fine Art means art, as reviewed and approved by the Development Plan Review Board which is 
created by a recognized artist and which is displayed in or on Town of South Padre Island owned 
property.  
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Item No. 4.6

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW TASK FORCE

AGENDA REQUEST FORM

MEETING DATE: August 11, 2020

NAME & TITLE: Belinda Tarver, Building Official

DEPARTMENT: Planning/Parks & Rec. Department 

ITEM
Discussion and action regarding proposed location of a Public Art at 3900 Padre Blvd. (Lot 1 Blocks 104 & 107
Sections VII & VIII Padre Beach Subdivision)

ITEM BACKGROUND
The applicant is requesting approval to add a sculpture to the front of their building.

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY
N/A

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL
N/A

LEGAL REVIEW
Sent to Legal:  No
Approved by Legal:  No

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS:

The Development Standards Review Task Force must review and determine that the identified art feature has no
commercial affiliation and is in compliance with Section 15-2 of the City Code of Ordinances.
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Chapter 15 - SIGNS 

Sec. 15-1. - Purpose. 

The purposes of these sign regulations are to encourage the effective use of signs as a means of 
communication in the City of South Padre Island, Texas to maintain and enhance the aesthetic 
environment and South Padre Island's ability to attract sources of economic development and growth; to 
improve pedestrian and traffic safety; to minimize the possible adverse effects of signs on nearby public 
and private property; and to enable the fair and consistent enforcement of community standards. These 
regulations are aimed at achieving the goals, objectives, and policies enumerated in South Padre Island 
Plan 2010. This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to Chapter 216, of the Texas Local Government Code. 

Sec. 15-1.1. - Review—Amendment.  

In order to carry out the purpose of this Chapter the City Council in 1996 appointed an Ad Hoc Sign 
Ordinance Review Committee which made recommendations to the City Council and which amendments 
were passed. The City Council do not wish to consider further amendments to this Chapter without 
recommendations from an appropriate citizen committee such as the Ad Hoc Sign Ordinance Review 
Committee. The City Council may appoint an Ad Hoc Sign Ordinance Review Committee every three 
years to review this Chapter and the City Council will review said recommendations prior to amending this 
Chapter. 

Sec. 15-1.2. - Provisions of this chapter apply to ETJ.  

All provisions of this Chapter 15 (sign regulatory ordinances) that regulate outdoor signs shall apply 
within the area of the extraterritorial jurisdiction of this city as defined by Chapter 42 of the Texas Local 
Government Code.  

(Ord. No. 10-09) 

Sec. 15-2. - Definitions.  

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:  

Abandoned Sign means a sign which no longer correctly directs or exhorts any person, advertises a 
bona fide business or service provided, lessor, owner, project, activity conducted, or product available on 
the premises where the sign is displayed. (A temporary closing of a business, not to exceed 90 days, 
shall not be considered an abandoned sign.)  

Airborne Sign means sign on a balloon, flag, pennant, or inflatable sign.  

Altered means a change of copy, logo, or other means in which the message is changed or 
enlarged, changing shape or location.  

Animated Sign means any sign which includes action or motion.  

Art in Public Spaces means art located in places easily seen by the public but which has no direct 
commercial connection to the structure or location in which this art is located. Reviewed and approved by 
the Development Plan Review Board on a case by case basis.  

Average Grade means the grade of the finished ground level at the midpoint of each exterior surface 
of a sign, or a structure, in the event that the sign is attached to the structure. The height of a sign shall 
be computed as the distance from the base of the sign at normal grade to the top of the highest attached 
component of the sign. Normal grade shall be construed to be the lower of existing grade prior to 
construction or the newly established grade after construction, exclusive of any filing, berming, mounding, 
or excavating solely for the purpose of locating the sign. In cases in which the normal grade cannot 
reasonably be determined, sign height shall be computed on the assumption that the elevation of the 
normal grade at the base of the sign is equal to the elevation of the nearest point of the crown of a public 
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street or the grade of the land at the principal entrance to the principal structure of the zone lot, whichever 
is lower.  

Banner means a temporary sign made of fabric, plastic, paper, or other light, pliable, or non-rigid 
material, not enclosed in a rigid frame (not including a "fabric sign" as defined herein).  

Billboard means any sign that is freestanding or attached to or part of a building and is an off-
premise sign.  

Building Face or Wall means all window and wall area of a building in one plane or elevation.  

Business Information Sign means a sign that is permanently and professionally attached to a door or 
window at the entrance of a business that contains information that may include the Business Name, 
Address, Phone Numbers, Hours of Operation, and Trade Associations the Business is a member of, e.g. 
FDIC, SBA, etc. All of the information must be located within the maximum Area of Sign for Business 
Information Sign as defined in Table 15-1. A Business Information Sign is not a Window Sign or a Wall 
Sign.  

Canopy means any structure attached to a building at the inner end or a free-standing structure, with 
one or more supports, meant to provide shelter from the weather.  

Changeable Copy Sign (Manual) means a sign on which copy is changed manually in the filed, i.e., 
reader boards with changeable letters or changeable pictorial panels.  

Changeable Copy Sign (Automatic) means a sign such as an electronically or electrically controlled 
public service time, temperature and date sign, message center, or reader board where different copy 
changes are shown on the same lamp bank.  

Charitable Project or Benefit means proceeds must be for a qualified 501C entity pursuant to the 
Internal Revenue Code.  

Commercial Art means art on commercially-used structures which draws attention from the ROW 
and which identifies or advertises a product or business. Since this type of art is intentionally located and 
chosen to draw attention to the store and/or store products, the square footage of the art will be counted 
towards maximum signage area requirements.  

Commercial Sign means a sign other than a real estate "For Sale" or "For Lease" sign, "Open 
House" sign, political sign, residential nameplate sign, public information sign, traffic control sign, 
temporary new business opening sign, or exempted sign, which directs the attention of the general public 
to a business, product, service, or other commercial or business activity.  

Conforming Sign means signs built and maintained in accordance with the terms of this Ordinance.  

Contractor's Sign means a sign intended to identify a contractor or subcontractor on the site of a 
construction project where the contractor or subcontractor is conducting work.  

Copy means the wording or graphics on a sign surface.  

Erect means to build, construct, alter, reconstruct, pour, lay, move upon, attach, hang, place, 
suspend or affix, and also includes the painting of wall signs, murals or super graphics, or any physical 
operations on the premises which are required for the construction of a sign including excavation, site 
clearance, landfill an the like.  

Fabric Sign means a sign made of fabric or other non-rigid material, enclosed in a permanent frame 
and erected as a permanent, on-site sign for a business, service, product, or person.  

Facade means the front or main part of a building facing a street.  

Face of Sign means the entire area of a sign on which copy could be placed. The area of a sign 
which is visible from one direction as projected on a place.  

Fine Art means art, as reviewed and approved by the Development Plan Review Board which is 
created by a recognized artist and which is displayed in or on Town of South Padre Island owned 
property.  
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Item No. 4.7

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW TASK FORCE

AGENDA REQUEST FORM

MEETING DATE: August 11, 2020

NAME & TITLE: Belinda Tarver, Building Official

DEPARTMENT: Planning/Parks & Rec. Department 

ITEM
Discussion and action regarding proposed graphic on the front wall of the Jaws building located at 815 Padre
Boulevard. (Padre Beach Acres Tract 4)

ITEM BACKGROUND
The applicant is requesting approval to paint a mural in front of the building above the shark located at 815 Padre
Boulevard.

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY
N/A

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL
N/A

LEGAL REVIEW
Sent to Legal:  No
Approved by Legal:  No

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS:

The Development Standards Review Task Force must review and determine that the identified art feature has no
commercial affiliation and is in compliance with Section 15-2 of the City Code of Ordinances.
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Chapter 15 - SIGNS 

Sec. 15-1. - Purpose. 

The purposes of these sign regulations are to encourage the effective use of signs as a means of 
communication in the City of South Padre Island, Texas to maintain and enhance the aesthetic 
environment and South Padre Island's ability to attract sources of economic development and growth; to 
improve pedestrian and traffic safety; to minimize the possible adverse effects of signs on nearby public 
and private property; and to enable the fair and consistent enforcement of community standards. These 
regulations are aimed at achieving the goals, objectives, and policies enumerated in South Padre Island 
Plan 2010. This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to Chapter 216, of the Texas Local Government Code. 

Sec. 15-1.1. - Review—Amendment.  

In order to carry out the purpose of this Chapter the City Council in 1996 appointed an Ad Hoc Sign 
Ordinance Review Committee which made recommendations to the City Council and which amendments 
were passed. The City Council do not wish to consider further amendments to this Chapter without 
recommendations from an appropriate citizen committee such as the Ad Hoc Sign Ordinance Review 
Committee. The City Council may appoint an Ad Hoc Sign Ordinance Review Committee every three 
years to review this Chapter and the City Council will review said recommendations prior to amending this 
Chapter. 

Sec. 15-1.2. - Provisions of this chapter apply to ETJ.  

All provisions of this Chapter 15 (sign regulatory ordinances) that regulate outdoor signs shall apply 
within the area of the extraterritorial jurisdiction of this city as defined by Chapter 42 of the Texas Local 
Government Code.  

(Ord. No. 10-09) 

Sec. 15-2. - Definitions.  

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:  

Abandoned Sign means a sign which no longer correctly directs or exhorts any person, advertises a 
bona fide business or service provided, lessor, owner, project, activity conducted, or product available on 
the premises where the sign is displayed. (A temporary closing of a business, not to exceed 90 days, 
shall not be considered an abandoned sign.)  

Airborne Sign means sign on a balloon, flag, pennant, or inflatable sign.  

Altered means a change of copy, logo, or other means in which the message is changed or 
enlarged, changing shape or location.  

Animated Sign means any sign which includes action or motion.  

Art in Public Spaces means art located in places easily seen by the public but which has no direct 
commercial connection to the structure or location in which this art is located. Reviewed and approved by 
the Development Plan Review Board on a case by case basis.  

Average Grade means the grade of the finished ground level at the midpoint of each exterior surface 
of a sign, or a structure, in the event that the sign is attached to the structure. The height of a sign shall 
be computed as the distance from the base of the sign at normal grade to the top of the highest attached 
component of the sign. Normal grade shall be construed to be the lower of existing grade prior to 
construction or the newly established grade after construction, exclusive of any filing, berming, mounding, 
or excavating solely for the purpose of locating the sign. In cases in which the normal grade cannot 
reasonably be determined, sign height shall be computed on the assumption that the elevation of the 
normal grade at the base of the sign is equal to the elevation of the nearest point of the crown of a public 
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street or the grade of the land at the principal entrance to the principal structure of the zone lot, whichever 
is lower.  

Banner means a temporary sign made of fabric, plastic, paper, or other light, pliable, or non-rigid 
material, not enclosed in a rigid frame (not including a "fabric sign" as defined herein).  

Billboard means any sign that is freestanding or attached to or part of a building and is an off-
premise sign.  

Building Face or Wall means all window and wall area of a building in one plane or elevation.  

Business Information Sign means a sign that is permanently and professionally attached to a door or 
window at the entrance of a business that contains information that may include the Business Name, 
Address, Phone Numbers, Hours of Operation, and Trade Associations the Business is a member of, e.g. 
FDIC, SBA, etc. All of the information must be located within the maximum Area of Sign for Business 
Information Sign as defined in Table 15-1. A Business Information Sign is not a Window Sign or a Wall 
Sign.  

Canopy means any structure attached to a building at the inner end or a free-standing structure, with 
one or more supports, meant to provide shelter from the weather.  

Changeable Copy Sign (Manual) means a sign on which copy is changed manually in the filed, i.e., 
reader boards with changeable letters or changeable pictorial panels.  

Changeable Copy Sign (Automatic) means a sign such as an electronically or electrically controlled 
public service time, temperature and date sign, message center, or reader board where different copy 
changes are shown on the same lamp bank.  

Charitable Project or Benefit means proceeds must be for a qualified 501C entity pursuant to the 
Internal Revenue Code.  

Commercial Art means art on commercially-used structures which draws attention from the ROW 
and which identifies or advertises a product or business. Since this type of art is intentionally located and 
chosen to draw attention to the store and/or store products, the square footage of the art will be counted 
towards maximum signage area requirements.  

Commercial Sign means a sign other than a real estate "For Sale" or "For Lease" sign, "Open 
House" sign, political sign, residential nameplate sign, public information sign, traffic control sign, 
temporary new business opening sign, or exempted sign, which directs the attention of the general public 
to a business, product, service, or other commercial or business activity.  

Conforming Sign means signs built and maintained in accordance with the terms of this Ordinance.  

Contractor's Sign means a sign intended to identify a contractor or subcontractor on the site of a 
construction project where the contractor or subcontractor is conducting work.  

Copy means the wording or graphics on a sign surface.  

Erect means to build, construct, alter, reconstruct, pour, lay, move upon, attach, hang, place, 
suspend or affix, and also includes the painting of wall signs, murals or super graphics, or any physical 
operations on the premises which are required for the construction of a sign including excavation, site 
clearance, landfill an the like.  

Fabric Sign means a sign made of fabric or other non-rigid material, enclosed in a permanent frame 
and erected as a permanent, on-site sign for a business, service, product, or person.  

Facade means the front or main part of a building facing a street.  

Face of Sign means the entire area of a sign on which copy could be placed. The area of a sign 
which is visible from one direction as projected on a place.  

Fine Art means art, as reviewed and approved by the Development Plan Review Board which is 
created by a recognized artist and which is displayed in or on Town of South Padre Island owned 
property.  
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illustration or device which is affixed to or represented directly or indirectly upon a building, structure 
or land, and which directs attention to a product, place, activity, person, service, institution or business, 
whether illuminated or non-illuminated. For the purposes of removal, the definition of "sign" shall include 
all of the sign structure. For the purposes of this Ordinance, this definition shall also include paintings 
directly upon a building, other structure or vehicle and any manufacture incorporated or added to a 
building or property that is not a normal structural or architectural component of a building shall be 
considered a "sign" (i.e. to attract attention from public right-of-way) and must comply with all the 
commercial sign regulations of this Chapter pertaining to either a monument sign or a projecting sign. 
(Ord. 02-14; Nov.20, 2002) The basic intent behind this definition is not to discourage product displays, 
design, or art from epitomizing simplicity, good taste, and compatibility with the community's desired 
image.  

Sign Area means the area of a sign face (which is also the sign area of a wall sign or other sign with 
only one face) shall be computed by means of the smallest square, circle, rectangle, triangle, or 
combination thereof that will encompass the extreme limits of the writing, representation, emblem, or 
other display, together with any material or color forming an integral part of the background of the display 
or used to differentiate the sign from the backdrop or structure against which it is placed, but not including 
any supporting framework, bracing, or decorative fence or wall when such fence or wall otherwise meets 
zoning ordinance regulations and is clearly incidental to the display itself. The sign area for a sign with 
more than one face shall be computed by adding together the area of all sign faces visible from one point. 
When two identical sign faces are placed back to back, so that both faces cannot be viewed from any 
point at the same time, and when such sign faces are part of the same sign structure and are not more 
than 42 inches apart, the sign area shall be computed by the measurement of one of the faces. For 
buildings that are not on public rights-of-way and/or near to property boundaries (e.g. building structures 
on a pier), sign areas shall be calculated on the basis of the most visible building frontage.  

Sign Structure means the sign and all parts associated with its construction.  

Snipe Sign means a sign which is tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued or otherwise attached to 
trees, utility poles, stakes, or fences or to other objects, and whose message is not associated with the 
premises upon which such sign is located.  

Suspended Sign means a sign, other than a parasite sign, that is suspended from and supported by 
the underside of an awning, a marquee, a fascia, an umbrella, or a building overhang.  

Temporary Signage means a sign erected for a special purpose and for a specifically stated short 
term of duration, as regulated by Sections 15-6(G), 15-7, and 15-12. Temporary signage may include 
such otherwise prohibited forms of signage as portable signs [Section 15-5(E)] and banners [Section 15-
5(F)].  

Traffic Control Sign means a permitted sign for the purpose of identifying parking areas and directing 
the flow of traffic on private property.  

Umbrella means a device, often round or square in shape that is supported by a center pole that 
provides shade or protection. For purposes of this article, any device, structure, canopy, etc. that is 
handheld, or that is totally or partially enclosed, or that projects from or is connected to a building shall not 
be deemed to be an umbrella.  

Umbrella Sign means a sign that is painted, installed, or otherwise applied to or located directly on 
an umbrella at an establishment. The sign, which is a combination of letter and/or logo, height is limited to 
8 inches. Signage may only be displayed on the flap of the umbrella that is maximum 8 feet in diameter 
and 8 feet in height. Umbrella that is larger than the size limit shall not have any signs on it. The copy on 
an umbrella sign is limited to the name and/or logo of a single appurtenant business/residential 
establishment. For purposes of this article, signs that are suspended from umbrellas (suspended signs) 
shall not be considered to be umbrella signs. Suspended signs are prohibited.  

Wall Sign means a sign attached to, painted on, or erected against the wall of a building or structure 
with the exposed face of the sign in a plan parallel to the face of the wall and not projecting more than 
Nine (9) inches from the face of the wall at any point.  

4.  Projecting Sign.  
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5.  Roof Sign.  

6.  Window Signs—see Tables 15-3A & 15-3B for further details. Ord 04-03; 3/17/04  

(D)  High Rise Building Signs.  

(E)  Traffic-Control Signs upon private property.  

(F)  Political Signs.  

(G)  Temporary Signage:  

1.  Future Project Development Signs—only allowed on the site which the project will be 
located and for only one (1) year. After which time the owner may apply for an extension 
(but only one extension) of the sign permit for one (1) additional year, but only if the permit 
holder shows progress in the development of the site.  

2.  Project Development Signs: temporary sign for a commercial or multifamily tract during the 
construction of the proposed development. These signs should not be allowed until or 
unless the property owner receives a Building Permit for the site, and should be removed 
either immediately after receipt of the Certificate of Occupancy or immediately after the 
expiration or revocation of a Building Permit.  

3.  Real Estate, For Sale, For Lease— 30 days after sale or lease.  

4.  Open House signs—The day of the Open House only.  

5.  Contractor's Sign.  

6.  The following miscellaneously allowed Business Marketing/Advertising Temporary Signs:  

a.  Advertising a "grand opening," one time only permit per business, for a ten (10) day 
period.  

b.  For general business purposes, limited to four (4) permits per year per business.  

c.  For charitable projects and benefits, limited to two (2) permits per year per business.  

d.  For recognized events and Town holidays, as provided in Section 15-12.  

(H)  Any sign not specifically listed as being permitted herein, is expressly prohibited. 

Sec. 15-7. - Sign standard.  

(A)  General:  

1.  All signs, temporary or permanent, must appear to be professionally made and/or printed.  

2.  No sign that appears to be hand printed will be allowed.  

3.  No awning, wall and/or roof signage may be used for advertising prices of products or services.  

4.  The following tables contain standards which are applicable to all signs permitted under the 
terms of this Ordinance.  

5.  The provisions of Tables 15-3A & 15-3B become effective midnight December 1, 2004.  

6.  Backlit signs with removable letters shall be allowed only on monument-style signs. In such 
cases, no more than 70% of the sign face can be used for marquee/removable letter area, and 
the remaining 30% or greater area may be used only for background color, the business name 
and/or logo.  

7.  Wall signs cannot be painted directly on the walls or surfaces of any structure and can include 
only the name of the on-premise business, business logo, business byline, and/or business 
products and services.  
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Item No. 4.8

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW TASK FORCE

AGENDA REQUEST FORM

MEETING DATE: August 11, 2020

NAME & TITLE: Belinda Tarver, Building Official

DEPARTMENT: Planning/Parks & Rec. Department 

ITEM
Discussion and action regarding proposed graphic on the front wall of the Island fun Park building located at 1201
Padre Boulevard. 

ITEM BACKGROUND
The applicant is requesting to approval to paint a mural on the front of the building located at 1201 Padre Blvd.

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY
N/A

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL
N/A

LEGAL REVIEW
Sent to Legal:  No
Approved by Legal:  No

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS:

The Development Standards Review Task Force must review and determine that the identified art feature has no
commercial affiliation and is in compliance with Section 15-2 of the City Code of Ordinances.
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Chapter 15 - SIGNS 

Sec. 15-1. - Purpose. 

The purposes of these sign regulations are to encourage the effective use of signs as a means of 
communication in the City of South Padre Island, Texas to maintain and enhance the aesthetic 
environment and South Padre Island's ability to attract sources of economic development and growth; to 
improve pedestrian and traffic safety; to minimize the possible adverse effects of signs on nearby public 
and private property; and to enable the fair and consistent enforcement of community standards. These 
regulations are aimed at achieving the goals, objectives, and policies enumerated in South Padre Island 
Plan 2010. This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to Chapter 216, of the Texas Local Government Code. 

Sec. 15-1.1. - Review—Amendment.  

In order to carry out the purpose of this Chapter the City Council in 1996 appointed an Ad Hoc Sign 
Ordinance Review Committee which made recommendations to the City Council and which amendments 
were passed. The City Council do not wish to consider further amendments to this Chapter without 
recommendations from an appropriate citizen committee such as the Ad Hoc Sign Ordinance Review 
Committee. The City Council may appoint an Ad Hoc Sign Ordinance Review Committee every three 
years to review this Chapter and the City Council will review said recommendations prior to amending this 
Chapter. 

Sec. 15-1.2. - Provisions of this chapter apply to ETJ.  

All provisions of this Chapter 15 (sign regulatory ordinances) that regulate outdoor signs shall apply 
within the area of the extraterritorial jurisdiction of this city as defined by Chapter 42 of the Texas Local 
Government Code.  

(Ord. No. 10-09) 

Sec. 15-2. - Definitions.  

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:  

Abandoned Sign means a sign which no longer correctly directs or exhorts any person, advertises a 
bona fide business or service provided, lessor, owner, project, activity conducted, or product available on 
the premises where the sign is displayed. (A temporary closing of a business, not to exceed 90 days, 
shall not be considered an abandoned sign.)  

Airborne Sign means sign on a balloon, flag, pennant, or inflatable sign.  

Altered means a change of copy, logo, or other means in which the message is changed or 
enlarged, changing shape or location.  

Animated Sign means any sign which includes action or motion.  

Art in Public Spaces means art located in places easily seen by the public but which has no direct 
commercial connection to the structure or location in which this art is located. Reviewed and approved by 
the Development Plan Review Board on a case by case basis.  

Average Grade means the grade of the finished ground level at the midpoint of each exterior surface 
of a sign, or a structure, in the event that the sign is attached to the structure. The height of a sign shall 
be computed as the distance from the base of the sign at normal grade to the top of the highest attached 
component of the sign. Normal grade shall be construed to be the lower of existing grade prior to 
construction or the newly established grade after construction, exclusive of any filing, berming, mounding, 
or excavating solely for the purpose of locating the sign. In cases in which the normal grade cannot 
reasonably be determined, sign height shall be computed on the assumption that the elevation of the 
normal grade at the base of the sign is equal to the elevation of the nearest point of the crown of a public 
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street or the grade of the land at the principal entrance to the principal structure of the zone lot, whichever 
is lower.  

Banner means a temporary sign made of fabric, plastic, paper, or other light, pliable, or non-rigid 
material, not enclosed in a rigid frame (not including a "fabric sign" as defined herein).  

Billboard means any sign that is freestanding or attached to or part of a building and is an off-
premise sign.  

Building Face or Wall means all window and wall area of a building in one plane or elevation.  

Business Information Sign means a sign that is permanently and professionally attached to a door or 
window at the entrance of a business that contains information that may include the Business Name, 
Address, Phone Numbers, Hours of Operation, and Trade Associations the Business is a member of, e.g. 
FDIC, SBA, etc. All of the information must be located within the maximum Area of Sign for Business 
Information Sign as defined in Table 15-1. A Business Information Sign is not a Window Sign or a Wall 
Sign.  

Canopy means any structure attached to a building at the inner end or a free-standing structure, with 
one or more supports, meant to provide shelter from the weather.  

Changeable Copy Sign (Manual) means a sign on which copy is changed manually in the filed, i.e., 
reader boards with changeable letters or changeable pictorial panels.  

Changeable Copy Sign (Automatic) means a sign such as an electronically or electrically controlled 
public service time, temperature and date sign, message center, or reader board where different copy 
changes are shown on the same lamp bank.  

Charitable Project or Benefit means proceeds must be for a qualified 501C entity pursuant to the 
Internal Revenue Code.  

Commercial Art means art on commercially-used structures which draws attention from the ROW 
and which identifies or advertises a product or business. Since this type of art is intentionally located and 
chosen to draw attention to the store and/or store products, the square footage of the art will be counted 
towards maximum signage area requirements.  

Commercial Sign means a sign other than a real estate "For Sale" or "For Lease" sign, "Open 
House" sign, political sign, residential nameplate sign, public information sign, traffic control sign, 
temporary new business opening sign, or exempted sign, which directs the attention of the general public 
to a business, product, service, or other commercial or business activity.  

Conforming Sign means signs built and maintained in accordance with the terms of this Ordinance.  

Contractor's Sign means a sign intended to identify a contractor or subcontractor on the site of a 
construction project where the contractor or subcontractor is conducting work.  

Copy means the wording or graphics on a sign surface.  

Erect means to build, construct, alter, reconstruct, pour, lay, move upon, attach, hang, place, 
suspend or affix, and also includes the painting of wall signs, murals or super graphics, or any physical 
operations on the premises which are required for the construction of a sign including excavation, site 
clearance, landfill an the like.  

Fabric Sign means a sign made of fabric or other non-rigid material, enclosed in a permanent frame 
and erected as a permanent, on-site sign for a business, service, product, or person.  

Facade means the front or main part of a building facing a street.  

Face of Sign means the entire area of a sign on which copy could be placed. The area of a sign 
which is visible from one direction as projected on a place.  

Fine Art means art, as reviewed and approved by the Development Plan Review Board which is 
created by a recognized artist and which is displayed in or on Town of South Padre Island owned 
property.  
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illustration or device which is affixed to or represented directly or indirectly upon a building, structure 
or land, and which directs attention to a product, place, activity, person, service, institution or business, 
whether illuminated or non-illuminated. For the purposes of removal, the definition of "sign" shall include 
all of the sign structure. For the purposes of this Ordinance, this definition shall also include paintings 
directly upon a building, other structure or vehicle and any manufacture incorporated or added to a 
building or property that is not a normal structural or architectural component of a building shall be 
considered a "sign" (i.e. to attract attention from public right-of-way) and must comply with all the 
commercial sign regulations of this Chapter pertaining to either a monument sign or a projecting sign. 
(Ord. 02-14; Nov.20, 2002) The basic intent behind this definition is not to discourage product displays, 
design, or art from epitomizing simplicity, good taste, and compatibility with the community's desired 
image.  

Sign Area means the area of a sign face (which is also the sign area of a wall sign or other sign with 
only one face) shall be computed by means of the smallest square, circle, rectangle, triangle, or 
combination thereof that will encompass the extreme limits of the writing, representation, emblem, or 
other display, together with any material or color forming an integral part of the background of the display 
or used to differentiate the sign from the backdrop or structure against which it is placed, but not including 
any supporting framework, bracing, or decorative fence or wall when such fence or wall otherwise meets 
zoning ordinance regulations and is clearly incidental to the display itself. The sign area for a sign with 
more than one face shall be computed by adding together the area of all sign faces visible from one point. 
When two identical sign faces are placed back to back, so that both faces cannot be viewed from any 
point at the same time, and when such sign faces are part of the same sign structure and are not more 
than 42 inches apart, the sign area shall be computed by the measurement of one of the faces. For 
buildings that are not on public rights-of-way and/or near to property boundaries (e.g. building structures 
on a pier), sign areas shall be calculated on the basis of the most visible building frontage.  

Sign Structure means the sign and all parts associated with its construction.  

Snipe Sign means a sign which is tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued or otherwise attached to 
trees, utility poles, stakes, or fences or to other objects, and whose message is not associated with the 
premises upon which such sign is located.  

Suspended Sign means a sign, other than a parasite sign, that is suspended from and supported by 
the underside of an awning, a marquee, a fascia, an umbrella, or a building overhang.  

Temporary Signage means a sign erected for a special purpose and for a specifically stated short 
term of duration, as regulated by Sections 15-6(G), 15-7, and 15-12. Temporary signage may include 
such otherwise prohibited forms of signage as portable signs [Section 15-5(E)] and banners [Section 15-
5(F)].  

Traffic Control Sign means a permitted sign for the purpose of identifying parking areas and directing 
the flow of traffic on private property.  

Umbrella means a device, often round or square in shape that is supported by a center pole that 
provides shade or protection. For purposes of this article, any device, structure, canopy, etc. that is 
handheld, or that is totally or partially enclosed, or that projects from or is connected to a building shall not 
be deemed to be an umbrella.  

Umbrella Sign means a sign that is painted, installed, or otherwise applied to or located directly on 
an umbrella at an establishment. The sign, which is a combination of letter and/or logo, height is limited to 
8 inches. Signage may only be displayed on the flap of the umbrella that is maximum 8 feet in diameter 
and 8 feet in height. Umbrella that is larger than the size limit shall not have any signs on it. The copy on 
an umbrella sign is limited to the name and/or logo of a single appurtenant business/residential 
establishment. For purposes of this article, signs that are suspended from umbrellas (suspended signs) 
shall not be considered to be umbrella signs. Suspended signs are prohibited.  

Wall Sign means a sign attached to, painted on, or erected against the wall of a building or structure 
with the exposed face of the sign in a plan parallel to the face of the wall and not projecting more than 
Nine (9) inches from the face of the wall at any point.  

4.  Projecting Sign.  
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5.  Roof Sign.  

6.  Window Signs—see Tables 15-3A & 15-3B for further details. Ord 04-03; 3/17/04  

(D)  High Rise Building Signs.  

(E)  Traffic-Control Signs upon private property.  

(F)  Political Signs.  

(G)  Temporary Signage:  

1.  Future Project Development Signs—only allowed on the site which the project will be 
located and for only one (1) year. After which time the owner may apply for an extension 
(but only one extension) of the sign permit for one (1) additional year, but only if the permit 
holder shows progress in the development of the site.  

2.  Project Development Signs: temporary sign for a commercial or multifamily tract during the 
construction of the proposed development. These signs should not be allowed until or 
unless the property owner receives a Building Permit for the site, and should be removed 
either immediately after receipt of the Certificate of Occupancy or immediately after the 
expiration or revocation of a Building Permit.  

3.  Real Estate, For Sale, For Lease— 30 days after sale or lease.  

4.  Open House signs—The day of the Open House only.  

5.  Contractor's Sign.  

6.  The following miscellaneously allowed Business Marketing/Advertising Temporary Signs:  

a.  Advertising a "grand opening," one time only permit per business, for a ten (10) day 
period.  

b.  For general business purposes, limited to four (4) permits per year per business.  

c.  For charitable projects and benefits, limited to two (2) permits per year per business.  

d.  For recognized events and Town holidays, as provided in Section 15-12.  

(H)  Any sign not specifically listed as being permitted herein, is expressly prohibited. 

Sec. 15-7. - Sign standard.  

(A)  General:  

1.  All signs, temporary or permanent, must appear to be professionally made and/or printed.  

2.  No sign that appears to be hand printed will be allowed.  

3.  No awning, wall and/or roof signage may be used for advertising prices of products or services.  

4.  The following tables contain standards which are applicable to all signs permitted under the 
terms of this Ordinance.  

5.  The provisions of Tables 15-3A & 15-3B become effective midnight December 1, 2004.  

6.  Backlit signs with removable letters shall be allowed only on monument-style signs. In such 
cases, no more than 70% of the sign face can be used for marquee/removable letter area, and 
the remaining 30% or greater area may be used only for background color, the business name 
and/or logo.  

7.  Wall signs cannot be painted directly on the walls or surfaces of any structure and can include 
only the name of the on-premise business, business logo, business byline, and/or business 
products and services.  
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