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Item No. 4 
 

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 
SHORELINE TASKFORCE 

MEETING 
AGENDA REQUEST FORM  

 
 
MEETING DATE:  12/04/2017 
 
NAME & TITLE: Brandon Hill, Shoreline Director 
 
DEPARTMENT:  Shoreline department 
 

ITEM  
Approval of November 20, 2017 regular meeting minutes. 
 

ITEM BACKGROUND  
  
 

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
None 
 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL 
 
 
LEGAL REVIEW   
Sent to Legal:   YES:  ____ _____  NO: ___________ 
Approved by Legal:  YES:  _________  NO: ___________ 
 
Comments:   
 

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS 
 



 
 

MINUTES 
CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 

SHORELINE TASK FORCE  
 

 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2017 

 

I. Call to Order.  
 
The Shoreline Task Force of the City of South Padre Island, Texas held a regular meeting on 
Monday, November 6, 2017, at the Municipal Complex Building, 2nd Floor, 4601 Padre 
Boulevard, South Padre Island Texas. Chairman Troy Giles, called the meeting to order at 
3:02 p.m. A quorum was present: Task Force Members Virginia Guillot, Kerry Schwartz, 
Thoren Thorbjørnsen, Stormy Wall, and Neil Rasmussen, were present at the meeting, Task 
Force member Norma Trevino was absent. 
 
City staff members present were: Shoreline Management Director Brandon Hill, and Shoreline 
Program Coordinator Jose Manuel Aguilar, City Manager Susan Guthrie. 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

Mr. Troy Giles led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

III. Public Comments and Announcements. 
 

Thoren Thorbjørnsen announced a public invitation to the 1st annual Chrisgiving Eve; a 
benefit for the Native Plant Center, on November 30, 2017 7-10 pm  
 
 

IV. Approval of the November 6, 2017 regular meeting minutes.  
 

Task Force Member Neil Rasmussen made a motion to approve the November 6, 2017 
meeting minutes, seconded by Virginia Guillot. Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

V. Discussion and possible action to recommend to Texas General Land Office a Beach 
and Dune Permit for Sangria Condominiums at 1400 Gulf Boulevard South Padre 
Island Texas. (Hill) 

 
Task Force Member Neil Rasmussen made a motion to recommend to Texas General Land 
Office a Beach and Dune Permit for Sangria Condominiums at 1400 Gulf Boulevard South 
Padre Island Texas, seconded by Virginia Guillot. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

VI. Discussion and possible action to recommend to City Council the approval of a Beach 
and Dune Permit for 5216 Gulf Boulevard South Padre Island Texas. 
 



 
 

Task Force Member Virginia Guillot made a motion to recommend to City Council the 
approval of a Beach and Dune Permit for 5216 Gulf Boulevard South Padre Island Texas, 
seconded by Thoren Thorbjørnsen. Motion passed unanimously. 

  
VII. Discussion and possible action to recommend approval of proposed Ordinance to 

amend 13-24 Regulation of Shade Devices and Chairs on the Public Beach, Section E. 
 

Task Force Member Thoren Thorbjørnsen made a motion to table the approval of proposed 
Ordinance to amend 13-24 Regulation of Shade Devices and Chairs on the Public Beach, 
Section E, seconded by Virginia Guillot. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

VIII.   Discussion and presentation of “SPI Beach Access” power point; an overview of the 
condition of the City’s beach accesses (Hill). 

  
Shoreline Management Director Brandon Hill gave a presentation, and answered questions 
regarding the status of the City’s beach accesses. No action was taken. 
 

IX.      Presentation of “Policy Driven Erosion Management” power point; presented at the 
National American Shore & Beach Preservation Association (ASBPA) conference: 
“Beaches, Bays and Beyond” held in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, October 24-27, 2017 
(Hill) 

  
  Shoreline Management Director Brandon Hill gave a presentation, and answered questions 
regarding the city’s responses to coastal erosion. No action was taken. 

 
X. Adjournment 

 
There being no further business, Task Force Chairman Troy Giles adjourned the meeting at 4:42 
p.m.  
 
 
 
____________________________  ______________________________ 
Jose Aguilar, Program Coordinator   Troy Giles, Chairman 
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Item No. 5 
 

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 
SHORELINE TASKFORCE 

MEETING 
AGENDA REQUEST FORM  

 
 
MEETING DATE:  12/04/2017 
 
NAME & TITLE: Brandon Hill, Shoreline Director 
 
DEPARTMENT:  Shoreline department 
 

ITEM  
Discussion and action to cancel Shoreline Taskforce meetings to be held on December 18, 2017 
and January 1, 2018. 
 
 

ITEM BACKGROUND  
The Shoreline Department has taking into consideration the holiday season that is upcoming and 
believes that it prudent to cancel the next upcoming meetings scheduled for December 18, 2017 
and January 1, 2018. 
 

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
None 
 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL 
 
 
LEGAL REVIEW   
Sent to Legal:   YES:  ____ _____  NO: ___________ 
Approved by Legal:  YES:  _________  NO: ___________ 
 
Comments:   
 

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS 
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Item No. 6 
 

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 
SHORELINE TASKFORCE 

MEETING 
AGENDA REQUEST FORM  

 
 
MEETING DATE:  12/04/2017 
 
NAME & TITLE: Brandon Hill, Shoreline Director 
 
DEPARTMENT:  Shoreline department 
 

ITEM  
Discussion and possible action to recommend to Texas General Land Office a Beach and Dune 
Permit for 5908 Gulf Boulevard South Padre Island Texas. (Hill) 
 

ITEM BACKGROUND  
Proposed construction of a vinyl bulkhead with a 24x24 inch concrete cap to an elevation of 14.70 
feet along the west side of the HBL and propased block retaining wall on the north and south 
boundaries to an elevation of 14.67 ft. 
 

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
None 
 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL 
 
 
LEGAL REVIEW   
Sent to Legal:   YES:  ____ _____  NO: ___________ 
Approved by Legal:  YES:  _________  NO: ___________ 
 
Comments:   
 

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS 
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Item No. 7 
 

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 
SHORELINE TASKFORCE 

MEETING 
AGENDA REQUEST FORM  

 
 
MEETING DATE:   12/04/2017 
 
NAME & TITLE: Brandon Hill, Shoreline Director 
 
DEPARTMENT:  Shoreline department 
 

ITEM  
 
Discussion and possible action regarding HDR’s South Padre Island Resilient Public Access and 
Education, Conservation, and Tourism Master Plan. 
 

ITEM BACKGROUND  
 
HDR is on contract to administer the City’s GOMA Grant. It involves public outreach, local 
research and extensive review of existing city documents in order to create a master plan that 
encompasses the City’s shoreline goals. HDR will review existing plans and formulate new 
suggestions to provide guidance and goals for our future.   
 
 

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 
 
 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL 
 
 
LEGAL REVIEW   
Sent to Legal:   YES:  ____ _____  NO: _____X______ 
Approved by Legal:  YES:  _________  NO: _____X______ 
 
Comments:   
 

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS 
 

















 1 (9/2016) 

HDR Engineering, Inc. 
Terms and Conditions for Professional Services 

 
1. STANDARD OF PERFORMANCE 
 The standard of care for all professional engineering, consulting and 

related services performed or furnished by ENGINEER and its employees 
under this Agreement will be the care and skill ordinarily used by members 
of ENGINEER’s profession practicing under the same or similar 
circumstances at the same time and in the same locality.  ENGINEER 
makes no warranties, express or implied, under this Agreement or 
otherwise, in connection with ENGINEER’s services. 

 
2. INSURANCE/INDEMNITY 
 ENGINEER agrees to procure and maintain, at its expense, Workers' 

Compensation insurance as required by statute; Employer's Liability of 
$250,000; Automobile Liability insurance of $1,000,000 combined single limit 
for bodily injury and property damage covering all vehicles, including hired 
vehicles, owned and non-owned vehicles; Commercial General Liability 
insurance of $1,000,000 combined single limit for personal injury and 
property damage; and Professional Liability insurance of $1,000,000 per 
claim for protection against claims arising out of the performance of 
services under this Agreement caused by negligent acts, errors, or 
omissions for which ENGINEER is legally liable.  OWNER shall be made 
an additional insured on Commercial General and Automobile Liability 
insurance policies and certificates of insurance will be furnished to the 
OWNER.  ENGINEER agrees to indemnify OWNER for third party personal 
injury and property damage claims to the extent caused by ENGINEER's 
negligent acts, errors or omissions.  However, neither Party to this 
Agreement shall be liable to the other Party for any special, incidental, 
indirect, or consequential damages (including but not limited to loss of 
profits or revenue; loss of use or opportunity; loss of good will; cost of 
substitute facilities, goods, or services; and/or cost of capital) arising out 
of, resulting from, or in any way related to the Project or the Agreement 
from any cause or causes, including but not limited to any such damages 
caused by the negligence, errors or omissions, strict liability or breach of 
contract. 

 
3. OPINIONS OF PROBABLE COST (COST ESTIMATES) 
 Any opinions of probable project cost or probable construction cost provided 

by ENGINEER are made on the basis of information available to 
ENGINEER and on the basis of ENGINEER's experience and qualifications, 
and represents its judgment as an experienced and qualified professional 
engineer.  However, since ENGINEER has no control over the cost of labor, 
materials, equipment or services furnished by others, or over the 
contractor(s') methods of determining prices, or over competitive bidding or 
market conditions, ENGINEER does not guarantee that proposals, bids or 
actual project or construction cost will not vary from opinions of probable 
cost ENGINEER prepares. 

 
4. CONSTRUCTION PROCEDURES 
 ENGINEER's observation or monitoring portions of the work performed 

under construction contracts shall not relieve the contractor from its 
responsibility for performing work in accordance with applicable contract 
documents.  ENGINEER shall not control or have charge of, and shall not be 
responsible for, construction means, methods, techniques, sequences, 
procedures of construction, health or safety programs or precautions 
connected with the work and shall not manage, supervise, control or have 
charge of construction.  ENGINEER shall not be responsible for the acts or 
omissions of the contractor or other parties on the project. ENGINEER shall 
be entitled to review all construction contract documents and to require that 
no provisions extend the duties or liabilities of ENGINEER beyond those set 
forth in this Agreement.  OWNER agrees to include ENGINEER as an 
indemnified party in OWNER’s construction contracts for the work, which 
shall protect ENGINEER to the same degree as OWNER.  Further, OWNER 
agrees that ENGINEER shall be listed as an additional insured under the 
construction contractor’s liability insurance policies. 

 
5. CONTROLLING LAW 
 This Agreement is to be governed by the law of the state where 

ENGINEER's services are performed. 
 
6. SERVICES AND INFORMATION 
 OWNER will provide all criteria and information pertaining to OWNER's 

requirements for the project, including design objectives and constraints, 
space, capacity and performance requirements, flexibility and expandability, 

and any budgetary limitations.  OWNER will also provide copies of any 
OWNER-furnished Standard Details, Standard Specifications, or Standard 
Bidding Documents which are to be incorporated into the project. 

 
OWNER will furnish the services of soils/geotechnical engineers or other 
consultants that include reports and appropriate professional 
recommendations when such services are deemed necessary by 
ENGINEER.  The OWNER agrees to bear full responsibility for the technical 
accuracy and content of OWNER-furnished documents and services.   

 
 In performing professional engineering and related services hereunder, it is 

understood by OWNER that ENGINEER is not engaged in rendering any 
type of legal, insurance or accounting services, opinions or advice.  Further, 
it is the OWNER’s sole responsibility to obtain the advice of an attorney, 
insurance counselor or accountant to protect the OWNER’s legal and 
financial interests.  To that end, the OWNER agrees that OWNER or the 
OWNER’s representative will examine all studies, reports, sketches, 
drawings, specifications, proposals and other documents, opinions or advice 
prepared or provided by ENGINEER, and will obtain the advice of an 
attorney, insurance counselor or other consultant as the OWNER deems 
necessary to protect the OWNER’s interests before OWNER takes action or 
forebears to take action based upon or relying upon the services provided by 
ENGINEER. 

 
7. SUCCESSORS, ASSIGNS AND BENEFICIARIES 
 OWNER and ENGINEER, respectively, bind themselves, their partners, 

successors, assigns, and legal representatives to the covenants of this 
Agreement.  Neither OWNER nor ENGINEER will assign, sublet, or transfer 
any interest in this Agreement or claims arising therefrom without the written 
consent of the other. No third party beneficiaries are intended under this 
Agreement. 

 
8. RE-USE OF DOCUMENTS 
 All documents, including all reports, drawings, specifications, computer 

software or other items prepared or furnished by ENGINEER pursuant to this 
Agreement, are instruments of service with respect to the project.  
ENGINEER retains ownership of all such documents.  OWNER may retain 
copies of the documents for its information and reference in connection with 
the project; however, none of the documents are intended or represented to 
be suitable for reuse by OWNER or others on extensions of the project or on 
any other project.  Any reuse without written verification or adaptation by 
ENGINEER for the specific purpose intended will be at OWNER's sole risk 
and without liability or legal exposure to ENGINEER, and OWNER will 
defend, indemnify and hold harmless ENGINEER from all claims, damages, 
losses and expenses, including attorney's fees, arising or resulting 
therefrom.  Any such verification or adaptation will entitle ENGINEER to 
further compensation at rates to be agreed upon by OWNER and 
ENGINEER.   

 
9. TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT 
 OWNER or ENGINEER may terminate the Agreement, in whole or in part, 

by giving seven (7) days written notice to the other party.  Where the method 
of payment is "lump sum," or cost reimbursement, the final invoice will 
include all services and expenses associated with the project up to the 
effective date of termination.  An equitable adjustment shall also be made to 
provide for termination settlement costs ENGINEER incurs as a result of 
commitments that had become firm before termination, and for a reasonable 
profit for services performed. 

 
10. SEVERABILITY 
 If any provision of this agreement is held invalid or unenforceable, the 

remaining provisions shall be valid and binding upon the parties. One or 
more waivers by either party of any provision, term or condition shall not be 
construed by the other party as a waiver of any subsequent breach of the 
same provision, term or condition. 

 
11. INVOICES 
 ENGINEER will submit monthly invoices for services rendered and 

OWNER will make payments to ENGINEER within thirty (30) days of 
OWNER's receipt of ENGINEER's invoice. 

 
 ENGINEER will retain receipts for reimbursable expenses in general 

accordance with Internal Revenue Service rules pertaining to the support of 
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expenditures for income tax purposes. Receipts will be available for 
inspection by OWNER's auditors upon request. 

 
 If OWNER disputes any items in ENGINEER's invoice for any reason, 

including the lack of supporting documentation, OWNER may temporarily 
delete the disputed item and pay the remaining amount of the invoice.  
OWNER will promptly notify ENGINEER of the dispute and request 
clarification and/or correction.  After any dispute has been settled, 
ENGINEER will include the disputed item on a subsequent, regularly 
scheduled invoice, or on a special invoice for the disputed item only. 

 
 OWNER recognizes that late payment of invoices results in extra expenses 

for ENGINEER.  ENGINEER retains the right to assess OWNER interest at 
the rate of one percent (1%) per month, but not to exceed the maximum 
rate allowed by law, on invoices which are not paid within thirty (30) days 
from the date OWNER receives ENGINEER’s invoice.  In the event 
undisputed portions of ENGINEER's invoices are not paid when due, 
ENGINEER also reserves the right, after seven (7) days prior written notice, 
to suspend the performance of its services under this Agreement until all 
past due amounts have been paid in full. 

 
12. CHANGES 
 The parties agree that no change or modification to this Agreement, or any 

attachments hereto, shall have any force or effect unless the change is 
reduced to writing, dated, and made part of this Agreement.  The execution 
of the change shall be authorized and signed in the same manner as this 
Agreement.  Adjustments in the period of services and in compensation 
shall be in accordance with applicable paragraphs and sections of this 
Agreement.  Any proposed fees by ENGINEER are estimates to perform 
the services required to complete the project as ENGINEER understands it 
to be defined.  For those projects involving conceptual or process 
development services, activities often are not fully definable in the initial 
planning.  In any event, as the project progresses, the facts developed may 
dictate a change in the services to be performed, which may alter the 
scope.  ENGINEER will inform OWNER of such situations so that changes 
in scope and adjustments to the time of performance and compensation 
can be made as required.  If such change, additional services, or 
suspension of services results in an increase or decrease in the cost of or 
time required for performance of the services, an equitable adjustment shall 
be made, and the Agreement modified accordingly. 

 
13. CONTROLLING AGREEMENT 
 These Terms and Conditions shall take precedence over any inconsistent 

or contradictory provisions contained in any proposal, contract, purchase 
order, requisition, notice-to-proceed, or like document. 

 
14. EQUAL EMPLOYMENT AND NONDISCRIMINATION 
 In connection with the services under this Agreement, ENGINEER agrees 

to comply with the applicable provisions of federal and state Equal 
Employment Opportunity for  individuals based on color, religion, sex, or 
national origin, or disabled veteran, recently separated veteran, other 
protected veteran and armed forces service medal veteran status, 
disabilities under provisions of executive order 11246, and other 
employment, statutes and regulations, as stated in Title 41 Part 60 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations § 60-1.4 (a-f), § 60-300.5 (a-e), § 60-741 (a-
e). 

 
15. HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

OWNER represents to ENGINEER that, to the best of its knowledge, no 
hazardous materials are present at the project site. However, in the event 
hazardous materials are known to be present, OWNER represents that 
to the best of its knowledge it has disclosed to ENGINEER the existence 
of all such hazardous materials, including but not limited to asbestos, 
PCB’s, petroleum, hazardous waste, or radioactive material located at or 
near the project site, including type, quantity and location of such 
hazardous materials.  It is acknowledged by both parties that 
ENGINEER’s scope of services do not include services related in any 
way to hazardous materials.  In the event ENGINEER or any other party 
encounters undisclosed hazardous materials, ENGINEER shall have the 
obligation to notify OWNER and, to the extent required by law or 
regulation, the appropriate governmental officials, and ENGINEER may, 
at its option and without liability for delay, consequential or any other 
damages to OWNER, suspend performance of services on that portion 
of the project affected by hazardous materials until OWNER:  (i) retains 
appropriate specialist consultant(s) or contractor(s) to identify and, as 
appropriate, abate, remediate, or remove the hazardous materials; and 
(ii) warrants that the project site is in full compliance with all applicable 

laws and regulations.  OWNER acknowledges that ENGINEER is 
performing professional services for OWNER and that ENGINEER is not 
and shall not be required to become an “arranger,” “operator,” 
“generator,” or “transporter” of hazardous materials, as defined in the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act of 1990 (CERCLA), which are or may be encountered at or near the 
project site in connection with ENGINEER’s services under this 
Agreement.  If ENGINEER’s services hereunder cannot be performed 
because of the existence of hazardous materials, ENGINEER shall be 
entitled to terminate this Agreement for cause on 30 days written notice.  
To the fullest extent permitted by law, OWNER shall indemnify and hold 
harmless ENGINEER, its officers, directors, partners, employees, and 
subconsultants from and against all costs, losses, and damages 
(including but not limited to all fees and charges of engineers, architects, 
attorneys, and other professionals, and all court or arbitration or other 
dispute resolution costs) caused by, arising out of or resulting from 
hazardous materials, provided that (i) any such cost, loss, or damage is 
attributable to bodily injury, sickness, disease, or death, or injury to or 
destruction of tangible property (other than completed Work), including 
the loss of use resulting therefrom, and (ii) nothing in this paragraph shall 
obligate OWNER to indemnify any individual or entity from and against 
the consequences of that individual’s or entity’s sole negligence or willful 
misconduct. 

 
16. EXECUTION 
 This Agreement, including the exhibits and schedules made part hereof, 

constitute the entire Agreement between ENGINEER and OWNER, 
supersedes and controls over all prior written or oral understandings.  This 
Agreement may be amended, supplemented or modified only by a written 
instrument duly executed by the parties. 

 
17. ALLOCATION OF RISK 
 OWNER AND ENGINEER HAVE EVALUATED THE RISKS AND 

REWARDS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS PROJECT, INCLUDING 
ENGINEER’S FEE RELATIVE TO THE RISKS ASSUMED, AND AGREE 
TO ALLOCATE CERTAIN OF THE RISKS, SO, TO THE FULLEST 
EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW, THE TOTAL AGGREGATE LIABILITY 
OF ENGINEER (AND ITS RELATED CORPORATIONS, 
SUBCONSULTANTS AND EMPLOYEES) TO OWNER AND THIRD 
PARTIES GRANTED RELIANCE IS LIMITED TO THE LESSER OF 
$1,000,000 OR ITS FEE, FOR ANY AND ALL INJURIES, DAMAGES, 
CLAIMS, LOSSES, OR EXPENSES (INCLUDING ATTORNEY AND 
EXPERT FEES) ARISING OUT OF ENGINEER’S SERVICES OR THIS 
AGREEMENT REGARDLESS OF CAUSE(S) OR THE THEORY OF 
LIABILITY, INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE, INDEMNITY, OR OTHER 
RECOVERY.  THIS LIMITATION SHALL NOT APPLY TO THE EXTENT 
THE DAMAGE IS PAID UNDER ENGINEER’S COMMERCIAL GENERAL 
LIABILITY INSURANCE POLICY. 

 
18. LITIGATION SUPPORT 
 In the event ENGINEER is required to respond to a subpoena, government 

inquiry or other legal process related to the services in connection with a 
legal or dispute resolution proceeding to which ENGINEER is not a party, 
OWNER shall reimburse ENGINEER for reasonable costs in responding 
and compensate ENGINEER at its then standard rates for reasonable time 
incurred in gathering information and documents and attending depositions, 
hearings, and trial. 

 
19.  NO THIRD PARTY BENEFICIARIES 
  No third party beneficiaries are intended under this Agreement. 
  
20. UTILITY LOCATION 

If underground sampling/testing is to be performed, a local utility locating 
service shall be contacted to make arrangements for all utilities to determine 
the location of underground utilities.  In addition, OWNER shall notify 
ENGINEER of the presence and location of any underground utilities 
located on the OWNER’s property which are not the responsibility of 
private/public utilities.  ENGINEER shall take reasonable precautions to 
avoid damaging underground utilities that are properly marked.  The 
OWNER agrees to waive any claim against ENGINEER and will indemnify 
and hold ENGINEER harmless from any claim of liability, injury or loss 
caused by or allegedly caused by ENGINEER’s damaging of underground 
utilities that are not properly marked or are not called to ENGINEER’s 
attention prior to beginning the underground sampling/testing. 
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Item No.8 
 

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 
SHORELINE TASKFORCE 

MEETING 
AGENDA REQUEST FORM  

 
MEETING DATE:  12/04/2017 
 
NAME & TITLE: Brandon Hill, Shoreline Director 
 
DEPARTMENT:  Shoreline department 
 

ITEM  
 
Discussion and presentation of Dune Volunteer Planting Program power point. A history of dune 
planting efforts by volunteers on South Padre Island. 
 

ITEM BACKGROUND  
 
Shoreline Department Director Brandon Hill will give an overview of the Dune Volunteer Planting 
program. This PowerPoint was presented to the American Shore and Beach Preservation 
Association in 2016 and has been provided to you exactly as it was shown. City staff intends to 
briefly overview the more superfluous slides and focus on the data.  
 

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 
 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL 
 
 
LEGAL REVIEW   
Sent to Legal:   YES:  ____ _____  NO: ____X_____ 
Approved by Legal:  YES:  ____ _____  NO: ____X______ 
 
Comments:   
 

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS 
 



Dune Conservation on a 

Developed Coastline

Shoreline Management Director

Brandon N. Hill

















Ideal Beach

Robust 

sandbars

Natural 

Aerial 

Beach

Growing 

Vegetated Dunes













Dune Volunteer Program



14 planting events between 

11/22/2014 - 5/12/2016 

 Acres Planted: 1.89 

 Over 152,000 Plants

 Vegetation Type: Bitter Panicum and Sea Oats

 Almost 900 Total Volunteers engaged

 More than 2,100 Total Hours



January 16, 2016 September 14, 2016



February 13, 2016 September 14, 2016



2/2002 10/2008 1/2016North



2/2002 10/2008 1/2016Middle



2/2002 10/2008 1/2016South



What did it take?
 CMP Funding and buy in for local match

 Half dozen planting events a year

 Planting scheme that maximizes success 

 For South Padre Island USACE has indicated 1-2 culm per ft2

 Support from local stake holders 

 Residents

 City Council

 Elected Officials



What does the future hold?



Dune Scheme Experimentation



Continued Dune Volunteer 

Program



Continued Beneficial Use of 

Dredge Material



You



Collaboration Partners 



Collaboration Partners 



Thank you for your attention

Shoreline Management Director

Brandon N. Hill

BHill@myspi.org

956-761-8166

www.myspi.org
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Item No.9  
 

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 
SHORELINE TASKFORCE 

MEETING 
AGENDA REQUEST FORM  

 
MEETING DATE:   12/04/2017 
 
NAME & TITLE: Brandon Hill, Shoreline Director 
 
DEPARTMENT:  Shoreline department 
 

ITEM  
 
Discussion and presentation of Sargassum power point. A brief presentation on seaweed and its 
effects on the City’s beaches. 
 

ITEM BACKGROUND  
 
Shoreline Department Director Brandon Hill will give a brief presentation on seaweed and its 
effects on the City’s beaches. This PowerPoint was presented at a community lecture earlier this 
month and has been provided to you exactly as it was shown.  
 

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 
 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL 
 
 
LEGAL REVIEW   
Sent to Legal:   YES:  ____ _____  NO: ____X_____ 
Approved by Legal:  YES:  ____ _____  NO: ____X______ 
 
Comments:   
 

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS 
 



Sargassum: a History, Explanation and 
Discussion

Seaweed 101, what’s going on with that stuff?

Shoreline Director
Brandon N. Hill







South Padre Island



Who am I?











Sargassum



















July 17, 1966





Texas Circa 1894



January 27, 1864 

The scouts seeing no chance of escape with 
their horses, abandoned them and secreted 

themselves in the sand hills by covering 
themselves up with sand and seaweed, and 

there remained until the enemy passed, when 
they crawled out of their holes and made for 

camp.

State: Texas 



A large landing of Sargassum has completely reshaped the beach in this vintage photo. 



Why?

Galveston 
Texas, 2014

Caribbean, 2015









Sargassum as shelter, food source, and nursery 



Juvenile sea turtles depend on the buoyant macroalgae to provide them with aid 
gaining neutral buoyancy during their initial stages of life. 



Even decaying Sargassum on Boca Chica is suitable bedding for baby calves. 



The Three Stages of Sargassum Landings, (Right to Left) Near Shore mats drift towards 
the beach, the mats form a wrack that crests at the surge point of the high tide, 

Sargassum decomposes and becomes intermixed with beach sediment. 



Mother Nature’s Plan



A section of a dune has been removed, exposing the layers of decomposed Sargassum. 



ATTENTION: Scientific Study Underway
This dune is part of a new pilot study 
conducted by researchers from Texas A&M 
University – Galveston  Campus. Portions of 
this dune are reinforced with a seaweed core 
made of compacted Sargassum wrack material 
(“seabales”). We anticipate the compacted 
seaweed core to improve erosion resistance 
and spur vegetation growth on the dune. The 
goal is to retain Sargassum as a natural part of 
the beach-dune system while at the same time 
providing unrestricted access to the beach and 
water. This project is funded by a Texas General 
Land Office CEPRA grant with generous support 
from the Galveston Park Board of Trustees.

PLEASE STAY OFF THE DUNE!

Top: Dune 
cross-section

Left: Dune 
footprint

CAUTION: BEWARE OF SNAKES

Study
Funded by:

For any questions or additional information, please contact:
Dr. Jens Figlus at (409)741-4317 or figlusj@tamug.edu



So a guy walks into a bar with a bucket of seaweed…

If there’s one sentiment that’s constantly repeated among craft beer drinkers it is, “This beer is good but it needs more 
seaweed!”

http://www.galvestonislandbrewing.com/index.html
http://www.galvestonislandbrewing.com/index.html


Sargassum as…

OTHER USES

Fish Food

Biofuel

Livestock Feed

Fertilizer/Soil Conditioner

A means of removing toxins/heavy metals 
from wastewater



















Thank you for your attention

Shoreline Director
Brandon N. Hill
BHill@myspi.org
956-761-8166
www.myspi.org



10/30/17



www.SEAS-forecast.com



Rev. #4 - 8/25/11 
 

Item No. 10 
 

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 
SHORELINE TASKFORCE 

MEETING 
AGENDA REQUEST FORM  

 
 
MEETING DATE:  12/04/2017 
 
NAME & TITLE: Brandon Hill, Shoreline Director 
 
DEPARTMENT:  Shoreline department 
 

ITEM  
 
Discussion and possible action regarding a Resolution from the City South Padre Island in support 
of The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley Lower Laguna Madre Estuary Program. 
 

ITEM BACKGROUND  
  
The Lower Laguna Madre Estuary Program was created with the ultimate goal to establish a 
National Estuary Program for the Lower Laguna Madre. The objectives of the Lower Laguna 
Madre Estuary Program are to identify existing pertinent information, locate data gaps, seek other 
stakeholders (landowners, agricultural organizations, non-profit groups, NGOs, and other local 
governments), and expand the collaborative team of professionals to enhance the project’s 
capability to successfully achieve the ultimate goal of establishing a NEP for the LLM. 
 
 

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
None 
 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL 
 
 
LEGAL REVIEW   
Sent to Legal:   YES:  ____ _____  NO: ______X_____ 
Approved by Legal:  YES:  _________  NO: ______X_____ 
 
Comments:   
 

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS 
Staff recommends that the city support this initiative. 



Lower Laguna Madre Estuary 
Program

Kim D. Jones, Director, ISEE
David Garza, Cameron County

Javier Guerrero, Engineering Research 
Associate III, TAMUK
Jungseok Ho, UTRGV

Hudson DeYoe, UTRGV

May 18, 2016



Estuaries  

An estuary is a partially enclosed body of 
water along the coast where freshwater from 
rivers and streams meets and mixes with salt 
water from the ocean. Estuaries and the lands 
surrounding them are places of transition from 
land to sea and freshwater to salt water. 
Estuaries are among the most productive 
ecosystems in the world. Many species of 
animals rely on the sheltered waters of 
estuaries for food, secure places to breed and 
migration stopovers. Coastal communities also 
rely on estuaries for food, recreation, jobs and 
shoreline protection.

Source:  www.nationalestuaries.org

http://nationalestuaries.org/design/images/LISS-Fish-Trawl-John-Dempsey-LISS-Richard-Howard.jpg
http://nationalestuaries.org/design/images/LISS-Fish-Trawl-John-Dempsey-LISS-Richard-Howard.jpg


Lower Laguna Madre Estuary Program
Strategic Plan Development

 Texas General Land Office
 Coastal Management Program

 Cameron County
 Texas A&M University-Kingsville
 University of Texas- Rio Grande Valley
 Lower Rio Grande Valley TPDES Stormwater Task Force
 Cameron County Coastal Cities Task Force

Funding Partners:



AN ENGINEERING 

AND SCIENCE-BASED STRATEGY 

BUILDING A PARTNERSHIP LADDER 

FOR THE ESTUARY PLAN

THE FOUNDATION:  LOCAL INITIATIVE

NATIONAL PROGRAM

LOCAL PROGRAM

STRATEGIC PLAN

SCIENCE PARTNERS

STATE AND LOCAL FUNDING 



Examples of Recent Progress

 Local legislation: Cameron County, April 10, 2015

 Federal/State Grant: GLO/NOAA

 Partners and support: 
Over 40 local governments
and stakeholder support,
executing Interlocal agreements

 Strategic Plannning –
a Plan to make a Plan



Nexus with the 
Existing Environmental Initiatives



Some 2016-17 objectives:   

 Obtain additional $100,000 in local funding 
 Execute 40 interlocal agreements with local 

governments
 Implement team to develop Strategic Plan



Lower Laguna Madre Estuary 
Program Features

• Work with U.S. EPA to establish a Comprehensive 
Conservation and Management Plan

• Non-regulatory program

• The goals, objectives and actions comprising the CCMP 
would primarily focus on restoring water quality, while 
also addressing restoration and conservation of 
habitat, replenish and protect living coastal and marine 
resources, enhancing community resilience and 
revitalizing the coastal economy



SHORT TERM GOALS

 Develop website and communications

 Interactive map integration

 Workshop series and symposia

 Engage Advisory Group and Regulatory 
Partners

 Identify and engage stakeholders



Advisory Group and Management 
Conference Partners

• U.S.EPA 
• CBBEP
• TSSWCB
• TWDB 
• Landowners
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife
• NOAA
• Texas Parks and Wildlife
• ANEP



LONG TERM GOALS

 Deliver Strategic Plan for Comprehensive 
Conservation and Management Plan for LMEP

 Obtain funding for sustainability
 Local, State and Federal
 RESTORE

 National Estuary Program consideration
 Sustainability of LMEP
 Staff and Structure and Management Conferences



TIMELINE HIGHLIGHTS

 October 2016 – Grant Funding Start Date

 Thrust 1 Report Due – June 2017

 Thrust 2 Report Due – November 2017

 Thrust 3 Report Due – July 2018

 Final Report Due – September 2018



Thank you!

Lower Laguna Madre Estuary Program

May 18, 2016
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Item No.  11 
 

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 

SHORELINE TASKFORCE 

MEETING 

AGENDA REQUEST FORM  

 

MEETING DATE:   December 6, 2017 
 

NAME & TITLE: Brandon Hill, Shoreline Management Director 

J. Victor Baldovinos, Environmental Health Director 
   

DEPARTMENT:  Shoreline and Environmental Health Services 

 

ITEM  

 

Discussion and action to approve first reading of ordinance to amend Chapter 13-24 (E) in 

reference to removal of equipment from the beach and to add Chapter 13-24 (P): Property 

owners and umbrella vendors are required to identify on the application form a removal location 

that is in compliance with the ordinance that identifies the placement of stored equipment out of 

the Critical Dune Area once necessary conditions (as defined by letter E in this section) have 

been determined by the City Manager or their proxy. 

 

ITEM BACKGROUND  

 

A major responsibility of the City of South Padre Island is to provide the highest level of 

preparedness for the public’s health and safety during severe weather events. 

 

It was identified that the current ordinance language did not clearly define the location to which 

the equipment shall be moved to. Therefore, a public workshop was held to work jointly with the 

vendors to arrive at mutually agreeable language, which is represented by this ordinance change. 

 

The proposed ordinance has been edited to remove any potential ambiguity. 

 

Current Chapter 13 Section 13-24(E) ordinance reads: 

E) Damage to dunes is prohibited. All equipment must be removed whenever a hurricane 

warning is issued for South Padre Island or in the event of extreme high tides. All 

equipment must be secured to prevent movement by high winds or water.  

 

Modified Chapter 13 Section 13-24(E) ordinance as follows: 

E) Damage to the dunes and dune vegetation is prohibited. In the case of a hurricane 

warning, coastal flood warning, tropical storm warning as issued by the National Weather 

Service for South Padre Island, as determined by the City Manager or their proxy, all 

equipment must be removed from the beach and placed west of the “critical dune area” as 

defined by Chapter 22. Equipment shall be stored away from such area that is deemed a 
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threat to the dunes or public safety, as determined by the City Manager or proxy. During 

times of ordinary weather conditions, all stored equipment must be secured to prevent 

movement by wind and/or water. Public health and safety equipment may be exempt from 

this ordinance.  

 

P) Property owners and umbrella vendors are required to identify on the 

application form a removal location that is in compliance with the ordinance that 

identifies the placement of stored equipment out of the Critical Dune Area once 

necessary conditions (as defined by letter E in this section) have been determined 

by the City Manager or their proxy. 

 

BUDGET/FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 

No budgetary impact is expected. 

 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL 

 

Chapter 5, Goal #1: The City should emphasize the importance of emergency preparedness, 

response, recovery and mitigation. 

 

7.A Develop a diversified economy in order to increase spending on the Island throughout the 

year. 

7.10 Continue the Island’s unique character and assets aggressively 

7.18 Support ordinances, events and policies that enhance the Island’s economic development 

potential 

 

LEGAL REVIEW   

 

Sent to Legal:   YES:  ___________  NO: _____X______ 

Approved by Legal:  YES:  ___________  NO: _____X_____ 

 

Comments:   

 

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS 

 

Staff recommends approval.  
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ORDINANCE 2017-17 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 13 OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, TEXAS, BY 

AMENDING SECTION 13-24(E) THAT DAMAGE TO DUNES AND 

DUNE VEGETATION IS PROHIBITED; ESTABLISH WHEN IT IS 

NECESSARY TO REMOVE EQUIPMENT AND WHERE EQUIPMENT 

MUST BE PLACED WHEN REMOVED FROM THE BEACH; AND 

DURING TIMES OF ORDINARY WEATHER ALL STORED 

EQUIPMENT MUST BE SECURED TO PREVENT MOVEMENT BY 

WIND AND/OR WATER; AND ADDING SECTION 13-24(P) THAT 

REQUIRES PROPERTY OWNERS AND UMBRELLA VENDORS TO 

IDENTIFY ON THE APPLICATION FORM A REMOVAL LOCATION 

THAT COMPLIES WITH THE ORDINANCE THAT IDENTIFIES THE 

PLACEMENT OF STORED EQUIPMENT OUT OF THE CRITICAL 

DUNE AREA ONCE NECESSARY CONDITIONS HAVE BEEN 

DETERMINED BY THE CITY MANAGER OR THEIR PROXY  

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PADRE 

ISLAND, TEXAS: 

 

Section 1. Chapter 13 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of South Padre Island is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 13 Section 13-24 Regulation of Shade Devices and Chairs on the Public Beach 

 

No person or entity may place shade devices, chairs or other physical devices for rent or 

use by third parties on any portion of the beach within the City of South Padre Island located 

seaward of the Historical Building Line without obtaining a permit from the City as provided for 

by this Section 13-24, and comply with all provisions of this section, to-wit: 

 
E) Damage to the dunes and dune vegetation is prohibited. In the case of a hurricane 

warning, coastal flood warning, tropical storm warning as issued by the National Weather 

Service for South Padre Island, as determined by the City Manager or their proxy, all 

equipment must be removed from the beach and placed west of the “critical dune area” as 

defined by Chapter 22. Equipment shall be stored away from such area that is deemed a 

threat to the dunes or public safety, as determined by the City Manager or proxy. During 

times of ordinary weather conditions, all stored equipment must be secured to prevent 

movement by wind and/or water. Public health and safety equipment may be exempt 

from this ordinance.  

P) Property owners and umbrella vendors are required to identify on the 

application form a removal location that is in compliance with the ordinance 

that identifies the placement of stored equipment out of the Critical Dune Area 
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once necessary conditions (as defined by letter E in this section) have been 

determined by the City Manager or their proxy. 

 
 Section 2. Any violation of this Ordinance may be punished by a fine not to exceed 

Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each offense or for each day such offense shall continue and 

the penalty provisions of Section 21-1 of the Code of Ordinances is hereby adopted and 

incorporated for all purposes. 

 Section 3. If for any reason, any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase, 

word, or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid or unconstitutional by final judgment 

of a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect any other section, paragraph, subdivision, 

clause, phrase, word, or provision of this Ordinance, for it is the definite intent of this City 

Council that every section, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase, word, or provision hereof be 

given full force and effect for its purpose. 

 Section 4. This Ordinance shall become effective upon publication of its caption. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on First Reading, this ___ day of _______ 2017. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on Second Reading, this ___ day of _____ 2017. 

 

ATTEST:     CITY OF SOUTH PADRE 

ISLAND, TEXAS 

 

              

SUSAN HILL, CITY SECRETARY   DENNIS STAHL, MAYOR  
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