
NOTICE OF MEETING 
CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 

DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW TASK FORCE 

NOTE: One of more members of the City of South Padre Island City Council may attend 
this meeting; if so, this statement satisfies the requirements of the OPEN MEETINGS ACT. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW TASK 
FORCE OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, TEXAS, WILL HOLD A MEETING ON: 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2016 
10:00 A.M. AT THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 2ND FLOOR 
4601 PADRE BOULEVARD, SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, TX 

I. Call to Order. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman. 

4. Public Comments and Announcements: This is an opporttmity_for citizens to .111eak to Commissioners relatinM 
to aMenda or IWII-aMenda items. Speakers are required to at/dress tile Task Force at lite podium a11d give tlleir 11ame before 
addressi11g tlleir co11cems. [Note: State law will not permit the Development Standards Reviell' Task Force to discuss debate 
or consider items that are 110t on the agenda. Citizen Comments may be referred to City Staff or may be placed on the agenda 
r~f a future Developmellf Standards Review Task Force meeting.] 

5. Approval of the December 1, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes. 

6. Discussion and action on proposed sign variance for the Las Velas Village. 

7. Discussion and action on proposed graphic on the southern wall of the POWC building. 

8. Discussion and action on proposed Ordinance adding umbrella signs. 

9. Adjournment. 

DATED THIS THE 5TH DAY OF FEBRUARY 2016~ 

Susan il , ity Secretary 

I, THE UNDERSIGNED AUTHORITY, DO HEREBY CERTIFIED THAT THE ABOVE NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE 
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW TASK FORCE OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, TEXAS IS A TRUE AND 
CORRENT COPY OF SAID NOTICE AND THAT I POSTED A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF SAID NOTICE ON THE 
BULLETIN BOARD AT CITY HALL/MUNICIPAL BUILDING ON FEBRUARY 5, 2016 AT/OR BEFORE 1:30 P.M. AND 
REMAINED SO POSTED CONTINUOUSLY FOR AT LEAST 72 HOURS PRECEDING THE SCHEDULED TIME OF SAID 

---~""'TING. 

+ 
FACILITY IS WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE, AND ACCESSIBLE PARKING SPACES ARE AVAILABLE. REQUESTS FOR 

ACCOMMODATIONS OR INTERPRETIVE SERVICES MUST BE MADE 48 HOURS PRIOR TO THIS MEETING. PLEASE CONTACT 
BUILDING OFFICIAL, JAY MITCHIM; ADA DESIGNATED RESPONSIBLE I' ARTY AT (956)76I -8 I03 



DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW TASK FORCE 
MEETING MINUTES 
DECEMBER 1, 2015 

1. Call to Order. 

Gabby Vanounou called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. in the City Council Chambers on 
the Second Floor of the Municipal Complex Building: 4601 Padre Boulevard and declared a 
quorum of members present. Task Force members in attendance were: Gabby Vanounou, 
Gary Olle, and George Shelley. Member with an excused absence was Gm·dner Treharne. 
Staff members present were: Darla Jones, Assistant City Manager, Sungman Kim, 
Development Director, and Marta Martinez. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

Gabby Vanounou led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Public Comments and Announcements. 

None. 

4. Approval of the November 10, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes. 

Task Force Member Shelley made a motion, seconded by Task Force Member Olle to approve 
the November 10, 2015 regular Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously. 

5. A workshop with recommendations on amending Chapter 15 Signs. 

Dr. Kim, Development Director gave a brief presentation of the amendments to Chapter 15 
Signs Ordinance. The Task Force Members expressed their comments/concerns regarding 
this matter. After some recommended changes to the amended Chapter 15 Signs the Task 
Force Members suggest staff bring back for final review. No action was taken. 

6. Transportation Plan Workshop: Padre Boulevard Sidewalk and Median Modifications. 

Dr. Kim, Development Director gave a brief presentation regarding the Padre Boulevard 
Sidewalk and Median Modifications. The Task Force Members expressed their 
comments/concerns regarding this matter. After some discussion the Task Force Members 
suggest staff bring back document after City Council makes final changes for review. No 
action was taken. 

7. Adjournment. 

There being no further business, Mr. Olle made a motion, seconded by Mr. Vanounou meeting 
was adjourned at 11:06 a.m. 

Marta Martinez, Secretary Gabby Vanounou, Vice Chairman 



DEVEl-OPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW 
\ TASKFORCE 
AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

MEETING DATE: February 9, 2016 ITEM: (p 

TO: Development Standards Review Task Force 

FROM: Sungman Kim, Director of Development Services 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: 
Discussion and action on proposed sign variance for the Las Velas Village. 

DISCUSSION: 

Issue 

The applicant is proposing to build a temporary off-premise project development sign at the 
southwest quadrant of the intersection between Padre Boulevard and a private road. (This is a 
variance review for the location only.) 
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The Legal Base 

Sec.15-5 Certain Signs Prohibited. 
(D) Off-Premise signs. 

Sec.l5-14 Appeals and Variances 
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Any person aggrieved by any decision of the City Manager or his designee in the 
administration of this Chapter may appeal such decision to the Development Standards 
Review Task Force. The Development Standards Review Task Force shall: 

(B) Grant variances from the strict enforcement of the requirements of this 
Chapter due to special conditions, a literal enforcement of this Chapter would 
result in unnecessary hardship, and so that the spirit of Chapter 15 is observed and 
substantial justice is done. 



Legal History 

The efforts to regulate signs within the City had started in 1975 via Ordinance No. 34, and such 
efforts had gone through sign moratorium during 1992 and finally Off-Premise signs were 
prohibited on November 18, 1992 by Ordinance No. 34F. Then non-conforming signs were 
registered to the City per Ordinance No. 341, which made a basis for Ordinance No. 04-05 that 
removed all non-conforming signs by June I, 2005. 

The Hardship 

I. The Las Yelas Village development is located at the dead end, approx. I ,316 feet west 
from the intersection between Padre Boulevard and a private road; 

2. The only access to the site would be through the private road. Therefore, there is no 
public tral'lic who would notice the project development sign at the site; and 

3. The view to the site has been blocked by the South Padre Marina Condominium 
Buildi 

City Attorney's Interpretation 

"Because this chapter is not based on zoning statutes (Chapter 211 LGC ), Sec 15-14 has detail 
provisions on the power of the DSRTaskForce, one of which is to grant variances from the 
requirements of Chapter 15. The decision can be appealed to the City Council. Yes, they can get 
a variance from any of the provisions of Chapter 15." (Quoted from the email dated January 29, 
2016 from Mr. Paul Cunningham) 

Page 2 of3 



Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends DSRTF issue the variance due to the unnecessary hardship. 

(On the other hand, any consideration of future Ordinance revision related to off-premise signs 
are NOT recommended. The City went through decades of efforts to clean-up the signs and we 
should respect the efforts.) 

Pagc3 of3 



Project Development Sign for Las Velas Village. 

The Developer of the Las Velas Village Condominium is requesting a variance I 
permit to place a Temporary Off Premise Project Development Sign to be located 

on the Northeast Corner of 6309 Padre Blvd., but just South of the Private Road 

Leading to the Landfall Towers Condominium, Marina SPI a Town Home I 
Garden Home Community, The South Padre Marina Condominium and then 

lastly The Las Velas Village, a condominium project which is now under 

construction. 

The sign will be constructed of wood and stainless steel hardware, a V-shaped 

(double sided) 4ft. x 8ft. horizontal sign. 

The Las Vel as Village is approximately 1200 feet west of the intersection of the Private 

Road at Padre Blvd. 



CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 

Development Standards Review Task Force Application 
Meetin~ date on the 2"d Tuesday of every month. 

To be considered a complete appli~.:allon th is limn must he 
COM PLETE LY tilled nut and ten (10) copies of the fonn and 
supporting do~.:umentat i on must bt: submitted two (2) weeks before 
the meeting date. 

S IT E LOCATION FOR llEQtJI~ST : 

Ph ysn:a l Addrcs: ( ' trcct Name & Number): fc 30'7 -~H bRJ. f_;~v.:.:.:'"'-'-1 "---f' -'-'vO.::::::...:__I ..:..d,____ _____ _ 

Lega l Dcscnptum (Lol/13lock/Subtllvis10n) : kcr-.'(7 11 ~ ~llx\avi~ IDN La+ l 

Is this property part of a shopping center (i.e. one tenant of mnny?) I I YES If NO 

Linear footage of any walls facing n str·cct: _ ____;N~t+~---------------

I hereby re<JUcst the following from the Development Standards Review Task Force: ___ _ 

Lo 

*SIGNS & STRUCTURES: person pulling sign pennit is re uired to have a $10,000 license and 
penn it bond made out to the Ctty of South Padre Island. 

PROPERTY OWNER: o Y j~ ,, Je l o j? Mc"NT - ;>, bc._ r i \< 1 "-'{1 

OW ER MAILING ADDRESS: _-:p....:._...;;o_·..:;;~::;.:o:....-,.:.:.__< -=3:::...Z.=.3~t>~- 1:.....-·----- - ----­
CITY, STATE, ZIP: So t~ +h ; ),.q~;h · I~ I a.N o . lx: 785 C/7 

PHO . E~Ui\' BER: 51'?- 7 3 7 · Jl~f 'l (E-mail address) l<.l<uv(j €£.1 o • qu ~ -TooL . Co t"'' 

Date / 

_., _,...,. '7::l. I 
APPLICANT: I KO 1 h I I ~ DN CJ • .7ho.l r c f l (j~ \1 c (U.5, SPr . l L( 

APPLICANT MAILING ADDRESS: -~5~8~1 .... _3~_,£~t+"""O;,:::~~t,;'-"'-K.l!.o...,l.::..d~e....:.v.::;:a.;.:.;:"-:..:..c\_,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP: Sc..l'l h It.: ~":> 785'1 
~~~~--~~~~~~~~--~~~-~~~~--------

I - 2 8 ; 2-a; b 
Date 
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SIGN TYPE MAX. No. SIGNS MAX. AREA 01•' MAX. SETBACK 
PER LOT SIGN HEIGHT 

4) Nameplate Sign I per tenant 2 sq ft. 15ft from 
ROW&PL 

5) Window Sign 4 As per Table 15- 32 sq. ft. per sign No closer than 
Ord 04-03; 3/17104 3A & 15=.38 6 inches from 
Prohibited nftcr Feb glass of 
I, 2012 Ord 10-02 window or 

door 
6)8usiness I Per Business 9 sq. ft. & no 
Information Sign portion of the sign 

more than 5 ft. 
from the entrance, 

High Rise Buildings 

I) Monument I sign per lot* 72 sq. ft. per face 16ft from 15ft from 
Double-Faced average grade ROW&PL 

2) Awning & Wall I sign per lot 10% of the wall Height of the 15ft from 
Signs plane surface wall ROW&PL 

area, or 250 sq. 
ft., whichever is 

less. 
Traffic Control Signs located on Private Property 

Comply with state 2 sq. ft. 8ft. from 
standards average grade 

Political Signs 

No greater than No greater than 
36 sq. ft. I 8 ft tall 

Temporary Signage 
l) Future Project I per 32 sq. ft. 8ft from 15 fl from side 
Development Signs Development (not average grade property line 
(issued prior to allowed in 
construction of nddition to Project 
J>fOiecl) Dev.Sign 
2) Project 1 per 32 sq. ft. 8ft from 15 ft from side 
Development Signs Development (not average grade property line 
(Issued during allowed w/ Future 
construction of Project Dcv. Sign) 
_p~rojcct) 

3) Freestanding Real l per lot Sites with less 3ft. from 15ft from 
Estate Signs, For than I acre = max average grade ROW&PL 
Sale , For Lease of 6 sq. ft. 

Sites> 1 acre and 8ft from 15ft from 
< 5 acre · = max average grade ROW&PL 

of 16 sq. ft. 
Sites 5+ acres= 8ft. from 15ft from 
max of 32 sq. ft. average grade ROW&PL 

City of South Padre Is~and Code of Ordinances 10120111 149 



DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW 
1

' TASK FORCE 
AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

MEETING DATE: February 9, 2016 ITEM:7 

TO: Development Standards Review Task Force 

FROM: Sungman Kim, Director of Development Services 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: 
Discussion and action on proposed graphic on the southern wall of the POWC building. 

DISCUSSION: 

The building is located on the southwestern quadrant of the intersection between Padre Blvd and 
Amberjack Street. 

The Legal Base 

Chapter 15 Signs 
Sec.lS-2(4.1) Art in Public Spaces: Art located in places easily seen by the public but which has 
no direct commercial connection to the structure or location in which this art is located. 
Reviewed and approved by the Development Standards Review Task Force on a case by case 
basis. 

(13.1) Commercial Art: Art on commercially-used structures which draws attention from the 
ROW and which identifies or advertises a product or business. Since this type of art is 
intentionally located and chosen to draw attention to the store and/or store products, the square 
footage of the art will be counted towards maximum signage area requirements. 

City Attorney's Interpretation 

"Direct commercial connection" is interpreted to refer to items such as special symbols, 
trademarks, logos, names, locations, hours of operation, etc. To be considered "art" it should not 
include any wording or symbols that would cause a commercial connection. 
For example, if an owner of a book store wanted to place a sculpture of a child reading a book on 
their commercial property, it would be considered art. If the owner of the book store added the 
phrase "buy books here" or the name of the store, we would consider it signage. 

Staff Recommendation 

Considering the City Attorney's interpretation, staff believe that the proposed graphic could be 
categorized into a form of "art in public space". 
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CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISlAND 

DeveiQpment Standards Review Task Force Application 
Meeting dlte on tho 21141 Tuesday of every month. 

To be considered a cornpleto ._pplicadon thit form must be 
C0 MPLETBL.Y 61Jod out and ten (10) copie~~ of tho fonn 11nd 
supporting dbcurnentation rnust be sUbmitted two (2) weeki before 
the metttl._g date. $2~f) ap.-Ucatlon 1ft per \iarilldcc rl.lqUf t. 

SITE LO CATION FOR REQUEST: 

Physical Address (Strcot Name & Number): 1.. C, 0 s- fer J ve_ '/ 1/ · 

legal Description (Lot/Block/Subdivision): L () 1- 1 (3 / () "'- k.. 7'£ 
It tlll1 property part of a ahopplna center (I.e. oae tena t of muy?) 1 J YBS II><( NO 

Linen footaac of any w1U1 facfnaaatreet: --~oo~C:...-.:./....~.'-~/'--/----------

I hereby requnt the foUowblg from the Developmeat Stuct.nb Review Tu k force: ----

/f, rovfl.. I (ov 1 vi, I, c a v f-

:::> -I - -:2 D/b 
Date 





DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS REVIEW 
TASKFORCE 

AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

MEETING DATE: February 9, 2016 

TO: Development Standards Review Task Force 

FROM: Sungman Kim, Director of Development Services 

ITEM DESCRIPTION: 
Discussion and action on proposed Ordinance adding umbrella signs. 

DISCUSSION: 

ITEM: g' 

At their meeting on December 1, 2015, DSRTF had a workshop with recommendations on 
amending Chapter 15 Signs, and subsequently requested staff provide draft Ordinance adding 
umbrella signs for their review. 

Staff Recommendation 

Attached, please find the draft Ordinance and approve its' transmittal to the City Council for 
approval and adoption. 



ORDINANCE NO. 16-

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, TEXAS, 
AMENDING SECTION 15-2 OF CHAPTER IS SIGNS BY ADDING THE 
DEFINITION OF 'UMBRELLA SIGN' WITH ITS STANDARDS; 
ADDING THE DEFINITIONS OF 'SUSPENDED SIGN', 'PARASITE 
SIGN' AND 'UMBRELLA' FOR EASIER UNDERSTANDING AND 
PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF SECTION 15; UPDATING THE 
SUBSEQUENT NUMBERING IN THE SECTION; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING 
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY OF FIVE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS ($500.00) FOR ANY VIOLATION; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND AUTHORIZING PUBLICATION IN CAPTION 
FORM. 

WHEREAS, the City of South Padre Island has heretofore adopted Chapter 15 (Signs) of 
the Code of Ordinances; 

WHEREAS. the City Council finds that the Chapter 15 of the Code of Ordinance does 
not cover a specific case related to umbrella signs; and 

WHEREAS, it is the City Council's intent to encourage business growth and stimulate 
strong customer relationships through a better usage of signs. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, TEXAS: 

Section l. Definitions of"Parasite Sign", "Suspended Sign", "Umbrella", and "Umbrella 
Sign" are hereby added to Section 15-2 of the Chapter 15 Sign Ordinance and stated to read as 
follows: 

(49) PARASITE SIGN. Any sign not exempted by the sign code, for which no permit has 
been issued. and which is hung from. attached to, or added onto an existing sign. 

(70) SUSPENDED SIGN. A sign, other than a parasite sign, that is suspended from and 
supported by the underside of an awning. a marquee, a fascia. an umbrella, or a building 
overhang. 

(73) UMBRELLA. A device. often round or square in shape that is supported by a center 
pole that provides shade or protection. For purposes of this article, any device, structure, 
canopy, etc. that is handheld, or that is totally or partially enclosed. or that projects from 
or is connected to a building shall not be deemed to be an umbrella. 

(74) UMBRELLA SIGN. A sign that is painted, installed, or otherwise applied to or 
located directly on an umbrella at an establishment. The sign, which is a combination of 
letter and/or logo, height is limited to 8 inches. Signage may only be displayed on the flap 



of the umbrella that is maximum 8 feet in diameter and 8 f'Cct in height. Umbrella that is 
larger than the size limit shall not have any signs on it. The copy on an umbrella sign is 
limited to the name and/or logo of a single appurtenant business establishment. For 
purposes of this article. signs that are suspended from umbrellas (suspended signs) shall 
not be considered to be umbrella signs. 

Section 2. This ordinance repeals all portions of any pnor ordinances or parts of 
ordinances of the Code of Ordinances in conflict herewith. 

Section 3. Any violation of the above mentioned section of Chapter 15 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of South Padre Island may be punished by a tine not to exceed five 
Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each offense of for each day such offense shall continue and the 
penalty provisions of Sections of Section 2 I- I of the Code of Ordinances is hereby adopted and 
incorporated for all purposes. 

Section 4. If for any reason any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase, word or 
provision of this ordinance shall be held invalid or unconstitutional by final judgment of a court 
of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect any other section, paragraph, subdivision, clause, 
phrase, word or provision of this ordinance for it is the definite intent of this City Council that 
every section, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase, word or provision hereof be given full 
force and effect for its purpose. 

Section 6. This Ordinance shall become effective when published in caption form. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on First Reading, the ____ day of 
____ .,2016. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on Second Reading, the ____ day of 
____ ,2016. 

ATTEST: 

SUSAN HILL, CITY SECRETARY 

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, 
TEXAS 

BHARATR. PATEL, MAYOR 




