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MEETING DATE: February 11, 2014       

TO:  Development Standards Review Task Force 

FROM:  Sungman Kim, Director of Development Services 
 
ITEM DESCRIPTION: 
Discussion and action regarding a variance on accent colors for Whataburger building at 3509 Padre 
Blvd. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
On January 27, 2014, Andy Doss, Field Enhancements Director with Whataburger, applied for a 
variance on accent colors changing the existing beige earth-tone into corporate orange color. 
 
BACKGROUND HISTORY 
 
Corporate/Franchise color issue was discussed earlier at the Planning & Zoning Commission on June 
28, 2013, which motion passed 4 to 1, and at the City Council on July 17, 2013, which motion failed 3 
to 3. 
 
The color palette issue will be discussed further with the Ad-hoc Committee created by the DSRTF. 
 
COLOR ISSUE 
 
Proposed orange, exactly the same color, does not exist in our color palette.  Although similar color 
hue (SW6347, SW7708, SW7701 and SW6375) exists for building body color, only one hue 
(SW7703) exists for building accent.  Considering the fact that the DSRTF has allowed interchange of 
body, trim and accent colors in the past, the five (5) colors should be compared with the proposed 
orange.  A question would be that how much changes in Value and Chroma the DSRTF would allow. 
 
Although roofing materials are defined in the Form-Based Code 8.3.1(iv), it seems that the city has not 
established color palette for roofs:  The color palette shows three (3) main categories: (1) Body/Wall, 
(2) Shutters & Doors, Window, Wainscot, Trim, and (3) Accent/Fascia, Soffit.  Therefore, it is staff’s 
opinion that the currently existing roof color (the corporate orange) should not add any weigh to this 
review. 
    
LOCATION ANALYSIS 
 
The building is located in Padre Boulevard Central Zone that accommodates commercial on any floor 
and careful consideration of auto-oriented site elements, such as drive-through, surface parking and 
service areas.  Residential uses are permitted on upper floors and ground floors along east-west street 
frontage.  Considerations should be given to the fact that the area is mainly dedicated for commercial 
uses. 
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Urban form has been defined by five (5) elements (Kevin Lynch): (1) paths, (2) edges, (3) districts, (4) 
nodes, and (5) landmarks.  Existing Fire Station No. 1 has become a landmark due to the building 
style, mass, and the colors and helps reforming a node in the area.  While in the node, it is estimated 
that the proposed accent color will not adversely impact the area.  Rather, it may help reforming a node 
in the area by adding its visual definition to the impacts of the existing fire station.   
 
SWOT ANALYSIS 
 
Strength: It helps forming an urban node at the junction of Padre Blvd and West Retama Street.  This 
urban node provides landmarks to visitors and helps people’s way-finding. 
 
Weakness: The urban node has a low potential to become a huge recreational destination since the 
major building (Fire Station No. 1) is for institutional. 
 
Opportunities: By providing visual definition to the area, the node may encourage non-residential 
developers to build their facilities in the area. 
 
Threats: This should not become a future guidepost in abusing colors in the area.  We need to revise 
existing color palette to make it more sense. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the DSRTF approve the usage of the proposed orange color as an accent to the 
building.  Should there be concerns of the Chroma, additional tree plantings (Green color) in the 
frontage will lessen the impacts and such plantings could be a condition to the approval if the DSRTF 
desires.  
 
 





A VARIANCE ON ACCENT COLORS

• On January 27, 2014, Andy Doss, Field Enhancements Director with Whataburger, 
applied for a variance on accent colors changing the existing beige earth-tone
into corporate orange color. 



BACKGROUND HISTORY

• Corporate/Franchise color issue was discussed earlier at the Planning & Zoning 
Commission on June 28, 2013, which motion passed 4 to 1, and at the City 
Council on July 17, 2013, which motion failed 3 to 3.

• The color palette issue will be discussed further with the Ad-hoc Committee 
created by the DSRTF. 



COLOR ISSUE

• Proposed Color

• Similar Color Hues in the Palette

SW 6347             SW6375             SW7701            SW7708            SW7703

• How much changes in Value and Chroma the DSRTF would allow?



ROOF COLOR (?)

Although roofing materials are defined in the Form-Based Code 8.3.1(iv), it seems 
that the city has not established color palette for roofs:  

• The color palette shows three (3) main categories: (1) Body/Wall, (2) Shutters & 
Doors, Window, Wainscot, Trim, and (3) Accent/Fascia, Soffit. 

• Sherwin-Williams palette shows no reference to roof colors:



LOCATION ANALYSIS

• Considerations should be given to the fact that Padre Boulevard Central Zone is 
mainly dedicated for commercial uses. 

• Urban form has been defined by five (5) elements (Kevin Lynch): (1) paths, (2) 
edges, (3) districts, (4) nodes, and (5) landmarks.  

• Existing Fire Station No. 1 has become a landmark due to the building style, 
mass, and the colors and helps reforming a node in the area.  

• While in the node, it is estimated that the proposed accent color will not 
adversely impact the area.  

• Rather, it may help reforming a node in the area by adding its visual definition 
to the impacts of the existing fire station. 



SWOT ANALYSIS

• Strength: It helps forming an urban node at the junction of Padre Blvd and 
Retama Street.  This urban node provides landmarks to visitors and helps 
people’s way-finding.

• Weakness: The urban node has a low potential to become a huge recreational 
destination since the major building (Fire Station No. 1) is for institutional.

• Opportunities: By providing visual definition to the area, the node may encourage 
non-residential developers to build their facilities in the area.

• Threats: This should not become a future guidepost in abusing colors in the area.  
We need to revise existing color palette to make it more sense. 



STAFF RECOMMENDATION

• Staff recommends the DSRTF approve the usage of the proposed orange color as 
an accent to the building.  

• Should there be concerns of the Chroma, additional tree plantings (Green color) 
in the frontage will lessen the impacts and such plantings could be a condition to 
the approval if the DSRTF desires. 






















